AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

OCTOBER 6TH , 2005

Mesa County Human Service Building

GRAND JUNCTION, COLORADO
Chairman Steve Loshbaugh called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Darryl Steele and Saed Tayyara Moffat County; Forrest Nelson and Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Craig Meis, Mesa County, Dan Ellison, Routt County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig: Chencho Salazar, Town of Hayden; Jim Doody, City of Grand Junction. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Kelly Arnold, Manager City of Grand Junction; Paul Oliver, CDPHE; Derek Wagner, Office of Senator Wayne Allard; Lance Stewart, Town of Rangely; Les Hampton, Wolf management Working group; Jim Evans and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: UMTRA report to be after AAoA report.

NEXT MEETING – December 8th 10:00 to 2:30 Rifle. Location TBA

MINUTES of the previous meeting were presented. Motion to accept was made by Forrest Nelson, second by Keith Lambert. Motion carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – August and September checks were presented. Darryl Steele made the motion to approve August September and October Checks. Jim Doody made the second. Motion carried. 

Consideration of 10% AGNC Dues increase  – The hiring committee recommended a dues increase together with a dues committee to be appointed to study the structure of AGNC dues. Right now it is based on population and direct energy impact money from 1982. Board suggested a letter with dues increase invoice should indicate we would be evaluating our dues structure in 2006 for 2007. Motion to increase AGNC dues by 10% and evaluate our dues structure was made by Keith Lambert. Second was made by Darryl Steele. Motion carried.

Presentation of the proposed 2006 Budget – Jim Evans presented the proposed 2006 budget. Motion to approve preliminary budget presented today, (after interviews, transition changes would be made by Jim Evans and Jane Whitt for the final budget approval in December) was made by Larry McCown, and second was by Craig Meis. Motion carried.

 AAoA –Dave Norman presented Recommended 2006 Area Plan on Aging for AAoA. After discussion motion to approve was made by Dan Ellison. Second was made by Chencho Salazar. Motion carried.

UMTRA – Jim Evans reported on direct hauling that took place from Central High School to Cheney. Invoice for the hauling is included in Board packet. Paul Oliver also reported on the Annual UMTRA Management report. There is possible hauling for the following year also scheduled.

COAL ISSUES – Steve Loshbaugh reported that next years Coal conference would take place in Paonia during the fall. Region 10 will coordinate Thurs. and Fri. Tours. There will also be a one-day workshop coinciding with the TW legislative golf tournament in May. Jane Whitt gave a report on this years’ Coal Conference. We made $1324 this year for a carryover reserve of $5,676 for the Coal Conference.

DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER –Jim Evans reported that the state had decided to open the Center for eight months from March 1 to October 31. Leona Hemmerich is still the manager on a part time basis as needed for the Center. A new manager will need to be hired in January for the opening in March.

ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM –Jim Evans handed out a list of grants to be requested at the Energy Grant Hearing on October 12th. Our region is requesting seven million $’s in grants this hearing.

ENTERPRISE ZONE – Jim Evans reported that a new contribution project named the Haven Assisted Care Facility in Hayden had been approved October 4th.  Our enterprise zone now has 23 contribution projects.

NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown reported good presentations were made at the Oil & Gas Forum on Sept. 8th at the Rifle Fairgrounds. The big topic of discussion was severance taxes and how the DOR interpreted the employee reports. Companies have agreed to run duplicate reports to give AGNC before turning over to the DOR. The next Oil & Gas forum will be December 7th in Rifle at the fairgrounds.

Craig Meis reported that Mesa County is taking strong action on the counting of employees for severance taxes. Rep. Bernie Buescher wants to propose legislation to correct any future misinterpretations of the statute.

Craig Meis also reported that the Energy Expo would take place the last Friday in Feb (Feb. 24th) at Two Rivers in Grand Junction. Energy discussion will take place on all areas, including oil shale, coal and uranium. West Slope COGA conference is also the same weekend.

The Chairman of each County commissioner Board should sign a letter requesting severance tax reports on their area for AGNC to review. Those chairs at this time are Dan Ellison, Darryl Steele, Forrest Nelson, John Martin, and Tillie Bishop.

NW RETAC – Danny Barela gave a written report for the first quarter in the Board packet. The Board questioned the RETAC By-Laws. It was tabled for discussion with Danny at next meeting.

OIL SHALE –Jim Evans reported the House Resources committee approved the Supplemental Energy Bill last week. Section 21 of the Mineral Leasing Act was amended as follows (handout). From state share of 80% of production one third would be to the cities and counties direct. This would not be deducted from the PILT payment.

Craig Meis made the motion to endorse federal royalty credits plus the concept of a percent of the State share of mineral royalties direct to local governments. Larry McCown made the second. Motion carried. 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT – Jim Evans reported that AGNC is to advise the Secretary of the Interior on royalties’ changes. EIS and Leasing takes 2 ½ years now, that is the time needed to meet all the requirements. Congress is trying to streamline R & D’s to get online if feasible. R & D’s are viewed as commercial leasing but it is much smaller for R & D’s than commercial. Oil Shale leasing is at least 7 years out because of paperwork. Comfort level of seven years is not built in to the Federal Energy Bill. We as local government are concerned about the timeline. Jim is to draft a letter to BLM and Oil Shale about our concerns.

Les Hampton made a presentation on the Wolf Management Working Group. Darryl Steele made a motion to support the working group on managing the wolf. Second was made by Craig Meis. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Darryl Steele and second by Keith Lambert to go into Executive Session with the hiring committee for interviews. Motion carried.

Motion was made by Dan Ellison and second by Darryl Steele to go out of Executive Session. Motion carried. 

Motion was made by Keith Lambert to authorize the AGNC Chairman to offer employment to Aron Diaz and to change the language in the Personnel Manual under fringe benefits that the health care allowance was not to exceed the budget cap. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried.

OTHER – Derek Wagner offered that video conferencing was available through Senator Allard Grand Junction office for business with Washington DC.

ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Steve Loshbaugh adjourned the meeting at 4:40 pm.

Approved this ________ day of December, 2005

______________________

Steve Loshbaugh, Chairman

