AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING Minutes
February 23rd, 2006

Conference Call

RIFLE, COLORADO
Chairman Steve Loshbaugh called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Darryl Steele, Moffat County; Forrest Nelson and Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Craig Meis, Mesa County, Dan Ellison, Routt County; Jim Doody, City of Grand Junction; Jim Ferree, City of Craig. Others present included Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: No changes.

NEXT MEETING – March 9th, 345 Market Street, Meeker, 10:00 am 

MINUTES for January and February will be approved at the March 9th meeting.

FEDERAL ISSUES – Aron Diaz reported on a bills draft language which will include oil shale royalties from offshore drilling rigs. The royalties would include about 25% back to local governments.

Aron also spoke to Reeves Brown and Rep. John Salazar on meth issues. They have been receiving questions about what can be done about the meth issue. AGNC is reviewing whether we can provide community forums to educate the public on dealing with meth issues. The board suggested we look into whether each county already has a task force in place. An update will follow at the March 9th meeting.
STATE ISSUES – Aron Diaz reported on John Caldara’s initiative/bill. Caldara’s initiatives are #84 and #88. He proposed to take severance taxes above the 2005 base and refund excess to all citizens in Colorado to help pay for their heat bills. It is an awful piece of legislation. After discussion Larry McCown made the motion for AGNC to oppose the Caldara bill/initiative. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried.
The Education Initiative #87  was discussed that if the industry wants to tax themselves an extra 1% for education that would be fine as long as it doesn’t affect what local governments receive at this time. We need to educate the public on this Initiative also.

Another Bill that needs monitoring is Senator Gordon’s bill on coal technology gasification. It proposes 9 million over three years for research.

Executive Director Report –The office moved February 12th to its new location at 144 E. 3rd St. Room 206, Rifle. Aron and Steve Loshbaugh had a conference call. It was decided to solicit by letter both Glenwood Springs and Carbondale to come back as member cities in AGNC. Aron will also send contributions letters to industry for support of AGNC. Aron reported that Health insurance for his family is $400 more a month than allotted in the budget. Mr. Diaz proposed using his IRA money at this time to pay for his health insurance. The Board approved that as long as Aron was okay with it.
A dues structure meeting was set for 8:30 am on March 9th, it will be held prior to the Board meeting.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – January checks were presented by Jane Whitt, Larry McCown made the motion to approve. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried. February checks were presented. Keith Lambert made the motion to approve February checks. Dan Ellison made the second. Motion carried. 

Area Agency on Aging: Area Agency on Aging Report for February 2006.
* The Planning is in process for the 2007 to 2011 period.
* Presentation of a funding application for Aging programs for the revised program period of July 2006 to June 2007 will be May 2006. The Regional Council on Aging will be involved in the development of the application and present a recommendation to AGNC.
*The Federal Administration budget request for FY2007 reduces funding for AAoA program 2% overall, but other programs that serve the seniors of this area could be severely reduced or eliminated, these are: Community Supplemental Food- Eliminated      Housing - Sec. 202 reduced 186 mil
Community Services Block Grant- eliminated   Elderly / Disabled Transportation - reduced 144 mil. but costs are shifted to the Highway Trust Fund    Social Services Block Grant  - 500 mil below 2005 actual. This will impact the State DHS revenue.

COAL ISSUES – Steve Loshbaugh— Coal conference will be held in Delta on September 21st and 22nd.  We are looking to schedule tours of mines and power plants on Friday June 2nd preceding the TW golf tournament on June 3rd.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Aron Diaz - Interviewing was done on Feb. 9th at the Dinosaur Welcome Center. The new Manager is Cheryl McDonald. She started at the Center on Feb. 18th.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – New Grants to be heard on March 3rd. Update at March 9th Meeting.

ENTERPRISE ZONE – Aron Diaz – A community forum was held in Idaho Springs on January 26th. Small business owners were excited to learn about the EZ tax credits available. AGNC is planning on making Energy Career Day an Enterprise Zone Project.
NW Oil & Gas – Next meeting is March 9th, Rifle Fairgrounds.
Federal Mineral Lease Payments - Larry also reported on the Third Tier Mineral Lease payments. A consensus was reached last week on a reporting form which will include the numbers of how, when, and by whom numbers are generated. Specific physical addresses will be needed on the report. Out of state will be reported if the bulk of time is spent here. An Excel spreadsheet will be acceptable to attach to the form. A cure period of 45 days will be given so that the task force can review the forms for duplication. A block will also be added to the form which can be checked for Federal Mineral Leasing employees. The count will be based on Point of Sale for severance taxes and on the point of extraction for Federal Mineral leasing employees. The Department of Revenue needs to okay the new form. The hope is that the new form will be available by next week. (Week of March 1st) Larry McCown has asked for time to present the new forms to the industry and stress their importance for reporting at the Oil & Gas Forum on March 9th if they are available. 
The oversight committee for the cure period on severance payments will consist of the following CCI -3 members, CML-3 members, Coal industry -1 member, Oil & Gas Industry – 1 member, and DOLA – 1 member.  This committee will have the final say on the numbers generated on the reports given to DOLA for the Severance and Federal Mineral Leasing money to be distributed.

Darryl Steele mentioned that the employee count for the coal industry will be easier to be accurate as everyone at the mine site is to be included. AGNC board members need to follow up and suggest to CCI that Larry McCown and Craig Meis be appointed to the oversight committee.

OIL SHALE – The DOLA Oil Shale contract match from AGNC needs to be $16,000. Larry McCown mentioned that Garfield County was doing a more in-depth study; AGNC’s would be a duplication of that study. After discussion a motion was made by Larry McCown to close the Socioeconomic Oil Shale study for years two and three. Ken Parsons made the second. Motion carried.
Ken Parsons mentioned also that the BLM manager in Meeker would be a good resource on Oil Shale Research. The manager is Kim Walters with BLM.

The Oil Shale Task Force for Club 20 will be meeting later today. Those on the task force include Forrest Nelson, Craig Meis and Larry McCown.

NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Danny Barela wrote the report. Our next business meeting is March 13th, among the main concerns we will be talking about is the impact of the changes to my insurance to the budget.

On Feb 14th the Regional Computer Grant was submitted.  If awarded we will have $93,000 to purchase computers for 25 agencies to use for data collection as required by the state EMTS Section.  These will mostly be purchased in Calendar year 2007. We will know about all the grant awards from the EMS Grants program around June 1st.  This year more agencies applied for grant funds than any previous year since the program started in 1991.

On Feb 16th Randy Kuykendall, EMS Section Chief from the Dept of Public Health and Environment, met with local EMS leaders in Glenwood Springs to talk about some proposed changes in the certification process for EMTs and it was a well attended from folks all over our RETAC with lots of good dialog.

On Feb 15th The NW All-Hazard Emergency Management Region met to discuss priorities for the next cycle of Homeland security grant.  With the 800 DTRS radio system being built along the Western Slope now, it was decided that 800Mhz Radio equipment for Dispatch Centers, Ambulances and clinics would be applied for, along with portable radio repeaters on this system.  This is also because the Feds and the State have defined “interoperable communication” as their highest priority capability and still define that as 800Mhz DTRS radios.

On March 1, the Conference planning committee will meet in the morning to do some more plans for the EMS Leadership Conference Scheduled for April 6 & 7th and that afternoon the IGA Committee will have an organizational meeting and discuss the issues that need to be addressed by an inter-county IGA. 

On March 8th we will be meeting in Rifle with officials from the medical billing company Medibanc to discuss whether or not a relationship should be maintained with this company and the NWRETAC.
The Board questioned the price on computers in the above report.
UMTRA: Contract is in process, $5,000 administration with $20,000 in hauling if needed.
OTHER: Darryl Steele requested a RETAC discussion on more efficient use of dollars for the next board meeting.
ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Steve Loshbaugh adjourned the meeting at 11:05 pm.

Approved this ________ day of March, 2006

______________________

Steve Loshbaugh, Chairman

