AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

January 12, 2006

Department of Health & Human Services Bldg.

RIFLE, COLORADO
Chairman Steve Loshbaugh called the meeting to order at 10:25am. Board members and alternates present were: Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Saed Tayyara Moffat County; Forrest Nelson and Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Craig Meis, Mesa County, Doug Monger, Routt County; Jim Doody, City of Grand Junction, Chuck Hall, Battlement Mesa. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Lance Stewart, Town of Rangely; Tim Sarmo, DOLA; Danny Barela, NWRETAC; Richard Baca, Rep. John Salazar’s Office; Chris Treese, CRWCD; Paul Oliver, CDPHE; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: Move up Committee reports for Dave Norman, Paul Oliver and Danny Barela. Larry McCown made motion to approve, Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried.

NEXT MEETING – Will be a conference call February 16th 10:00am 

MINUTES of the previous meeting were presented. Motion to accept was made by Craig Meis, second by Jim Doody. Motion carried.

AAoA – Dave Norman presented the new prescription plan information. HB1018 to Increase Older Coloradans Cash fund sponsored by Rep. Riesberg and Senator Hagedorn will have a hearing on the 18th of Jan. It is to take the $1.5 mil back to the $3mil that it was before budget cuts took place.
UMTRA – Paul Oliver reported that there isn’t much activity at this time. The Clarifier has approx. 1200 yards in it and it will hold 3600 yards so we probably won’t have to open the Cheney Disposal this year.
FEDERAL ISSUES – Aron Diaz reported that instead of having a local government official sit on the Oil Shale subcommittee there will be a seat available on the Oil Shale Task Force. AGNC needs to appoint one person to the Task Force. After discussion, AGNC needs to find out if the Federal Committee will cover expenses.

STATE ISSUES – Aron Diaz reported on the Opening of the 2006 Legislative Session. AGNC will watch for the surface rights bill from Rep. Curry which hasn’t been introduced at this time. Aron is looking at eight bills to follow and keep the Board informed.

Executive Director Report – Office changes at this time that have taken place are the AGNC website is up and running. The website is agnc.org. A few of the pages are still under construction, Aron asked the Board for input as to what they would like to see in the future on the website. It will include the Agenda for the next meeting and also the minutes from the last five meetings. We have installed updates on two programs, QuickBooks and Office 2003. The office will be moving sometime in February to its new location. Aron asked that each committee chairperson submit a written report for each meeting.
Congressman Salazar’s Office - Richard Baca reported that Congress is in recess for the hearings for the Supreme Court Judge. Rep. Salazar will be in Glenwood Springs next week for RFTA Funds. The Board asked for more information on the legislation concerning beetle kill. 

NW Regional Emergency Trauma Advisory Council – Danny Barela reported that the RETAC Board has some concern for charter documents for the RETAC. They would like to get a signed Inter Governmental Agreement (IGA) from the counties to make a better agreement and the RETAC more solid. The AGNC Board would like to update the Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) to further clarify NWRETAC and the relationship with AGNC. Danny will get some sample IGA’s for the committee. Aron Diaz and Craig Meis will be on the committee for the IGA. Once created, the committee will e-mail the IGA out to the AGNC board for comment.

Danny also reported on the Leadership seminar to be held for EMT Managers. He passed out the brochures to the Board. The seminar will take place April 6th-7th in Glenwood Springs. Funding for this seminar comes from Colorado Rural Health, the Counties and the Recruitment Retention Grant.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – December checks were presented by Jane Whitt, Keith Lambert made the motion to approve. Forrest Nelson made the second. Motion carried. January checks were presented. Doug Monger made the motion to approve January checks. Saed Tayyara made the second. Motion carried. Craig Meis suggested that AGNC purchase the payroll program for QuickBooks. Mr. Meis also offered to check payroll to make sure it was set up right.
Jane Whitt also presented the Fourth Quarter General Fund spreadsheet to the Board. Jane will send out second notices on 2006 dues which were due January 1.
2005 Budget Amendments – After discussion Larry McCown moved that the Budget Amendments for 2005 be approved as presented. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried.
COAL ISSUES – Steve Loshbaugh reported that the TW legislative golf tournament has been scheduled for Saturday June 3rd. The board suggested that only tours of the mine and/or power plant take place on Friday before the TW tournament as the budget doesn’t include expense for the Coal Conference. It was questioned whether Region 10 would be coordinating the Coal Conference in September. AGNC Staff will find out dates for September Conference and make sure it was being organized; AGNC will take over if the mines aren’t willing to pursue the planning.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER –Jane Whitt reported that the advertising for the Dinosaur Welcome Center Manager is being placed in the Daily Sentinel and Rio Blanco Herald Times. The goal is to have a new manager hired to start February 15th. Aron Diaz and Cindi Meharg will mediate the interviews in Dinosaur.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – Tim Sarmo reported that 110 applications have been received for the December cycle. This is for over $40 million and the cycle usually awards approximately $17 million. Tim asked that the Counties try to prioritize the applications. The Board would like to see the prioritization done in all the counties. 
ENTERPRISE ZONE – Aron Diaz reported that he met with Evan Metcalf. Appointing the administrator for the Enterprise Zone is up to the Board. Jane Whitt has been the Deputy Administrator for the last seven years. Doug Monger made the motion to make Aron Diaz the Administrator and Jane Whitt the Deputy Administrator for the Northwest EZ. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried.
NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown the next Oil & Gas Forum will be March 9th in Rifle at the Fairgrounds.
Federal Mineral Lease Payments - Larry also reported on the meeting on the Third Tier Mineral Lease payments. He stated that the discussion took a turn and was more on severance tax issues. They made headway with the Coal industry as it was decided all employees at the mine site would be included. For Federal Mineral Royalty payments the committee would like to shoehorn into the severance employee report if possible. The committee is trying to make sure the count is done the same statewide. The Department of Revenue may no longer be a part of this process. The committee is trying to set an appeal process to be the oversight for payments. It would give time to review the payments and hold harmless so there is time to appeal reports before payments are made. Craig Meis mentioned that the West Slope COGA sub committee will work on reports with the companies involved in severance payments.
OIL SHALE – A letter from the Department of Interior on Royalties from the Roan Plateau was presented in the packet. After discussion Doug Monger made the motion for the Director to send letters to the DOI, DOE and legislators to initiate payments for the state 50% share. Board asked that the State director for the Interior be included in the mailing. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried.

WATER ISSUES – Chris Treese gave a report on HB1177- the Interbasin compact committee is set to complete its charter by March 1 to present to the Legislature. Each entity needs to watch the 2006 Ballot Issues. Amendment 38 is one sided enough to cause concern.
ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Steve Loshbaugh adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.

Approved this ________ day of February, 2006

______________________

Steve Loshbaugh, Chairman

