AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

March 9th, 2006

MEEKER, COLORADO
Chairman Steve Loshbaugh called the meeting to order at 10:10am. Board members and alternates present were: Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Darryl Steele and Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Forrest Nelson and Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Dan Ellison, Routt County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Jack Kirtland, DOLA; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: Change next meeting date. The motion to approve the agenda with changes was made by Keith Lambert. Second was made by Darryl Steele. Motion carried.

NEXT MEETING – April 6th, Palisade, 10:00 am 

MINUTES of the January and February meetings were presented. Motion to accept the minutes were made by Darryl Steele. The second was made by Keith Lambert. Motion carried.

FEDERAL ISSUES – Aron spoke to Mesa and Moffat Counties on meth issues. AGNC is reviewing whether we can provide community forums to educate the public on dealing with meth issues. The two counties agreed that they would like to see AGNC coordinate a larger meeting located in Rifle requesting all five counties to participate. The educational forum would include law enforcement, drug enforcement and social services and other entities interested in participating. The outcome (ie: at risk youth) would target specifics for the region. Depending on what comes out of the regional meeting we might make the Meth Task Force a committee report at our AGNC meetings.
STATE ISSUES – Aron Diaz reported that AGNC had sent a press release opposing John Caldara’s initiative/bill. Caldara’s initiatives are #84 and #88. 

The Education Initiative #87 was discussed. Aron mentioned that this initiative also was not a good deal for the state.
Another Bill that needs monitoring is Senator Owen’s bill SB189 on capping severance tax revenue, and taking the excess for transportation.
Executive Director Report – Aron reported AGNC is working on a group plan Health Insurance. At this point it looks like it would save AGNC some money toward Health Insurance. Mr. Diaz proposed using his IRA money as needed to pay for his health insurance with the balance going to an IRA. The Board approved that as long as the total doesn’t exceed the line item in the budget.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – March checks were presented by Jane Whitt, Keith Lambert made the motion to approve. Dan Ellison made the second. Motion carried.
DUES STRUCTURE COMMITTEE – Steve Loshbaugh reported that the committee started the process this morning of restructuring the dues for AGNC. The Board felt that AGNC should not tie dues strictly to severance tax revenue. The focus should instead be on what AGNC does for the local communities. It was discussed to set a basic rate with a percentage of severance revenue added. The dues structure committee will meet and have follow-up at the next meeting.

AREA AGENCY on AGING - Dave Norman reported that the Medicare prescription plan meeting went well. Approximately 250 people attended and they were able to help a lot of the seniors in choosing a plan. 

May 15th is the deadline to select a plan and the next open enrollment isn’t until November 15th with benefits starting in January of 2007. The premium for the prescription plan would be 20% higher if not enrolled in the plan by May 15th. If seniors are not in the plan they will be on their own paying 100% until January of 2007. Approximately 50% of the seniors in our area are enrolled at this time. At age 65 a person has three months to enroll after their birthday. After that time a 1% penalty adds on each month for a year. This amount would be the higher premium to pay for life.  The Federal Budget for the drug plan is 46 billion this year. The drug plan next year will increase to 74 billion.
HB 1018 is moving ahead to increase funding for the Older Coloradans program. HB1018 would help to backfill any cuts coming from the Federal level.  March 29th is senior day at the Capitol. Dave will be taking a group over to talk with legislators.
COAL ISSUES – Steve Loshbaugh— Coal Conference will be held in Delta on September 21st and 22nd.  We are looking to schedule tours of mines and power plants on Friday June 2nd preceding the TW golf tournament on June 3rd.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Cheryl McDonald didn’t make the meeting due to weather. Jane Whitt reported that the center opened on March 1st.  Cheryl is working on recruiting more volunteers. An exposed temporary propane line will be buried some time this next month.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – Steve Loshbaugh reported that there were 110 grants this cycle. DOLA initially funded 35 projects prior to the process so they were pared down to 75 grants. Fifty five projects were heard. Jack Kirtland was introduced. He is Tim Sarmo’s replacement. Mr. Kirtland reported that close to a total of $25 million was awarded this cycle. Region 11 had 10 projects awarded in the first round of 35 grants which amounted to $4.2 million out of $9.7 million awarded.  The next application deadline for grants is April 1, 2006. The grants process will take place in Creed on July 20, 21 of 2006.
Keith Lambert proposed that AGNC be more proactive rather than reactive on legislation for the severance tax issues. He would like to see AGNC go to the legislators with a proposed bill or initiative.

ENTERPRISE ZONE – Aron Diaz – A community forum was held in Idaho Springs on January 26th. Small business owners were excited to learn about the EZ tax credits available. AGNC is planning on making Energy Career Day an Enterprise Zone Project.
NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Danny Barela reported that he has become more involved in the All-Hazards Region by request from his RETAC Board. The 800MGHZ radios are the main focus at this time. There are 107 sites in place and 64 more sites to go up. If 1/3 of the system goes down it would still be 90% operative.

RETAC is still working on an IGA. The committee is meeting next Monday.
Recruitment and Retention grants are now available from Colorado Rural Health and Colorado Department of Health.  The RETAC is buying 10 AED devices to distribute in the region. 

The NWRETAC Leadership conference on April 6, 7th in Glenwood Springs is coming together well. We have 36 participants signed up at this time and the goal was 50 participants. We should reach the goal. 

Data collection participation is required to qualify for grants. The EMS Provider Grant for $93,000 is for 49 computers. These computers have the required elements to provide the data collection required by the state.

NW RETAC is five counties. The All-Hazards region is 10 counties. Darryl Steele asked if the NWRETAC could share one coordinator with five more counties. The grant has a very small budget and this would help with the administrative finances. The Board decided to table until April the RETAC IGA, and will look at maps of the all-hazard region. We will request Kim Cook to come to the April meeting to discuss boundary changes and the IGA.
NW Oil & Gas – No report meeting is today, Rifle Fairgrounds.

OTHER – The Board discussed the evaluation for the new Executive Director. A preliminary evaluation will be done at the end of this month with a full evaluation in July. Jack Kirtland volunteered to send us some evaluation forms to use.

Nominating committee for the coming year for AGNC Board officers will be appointed by Steve Loshbaugh.
OIL SHALE – Aron Diaz reported that the representative for the Oil Shale Task Force is to come out of the Governor’s Office, not from AGNC. 
UMTRA: No report.
ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Steve Loshbaugh adjourned the meeting at 1:30 pm.

Approved this ________ day of April, 2006

______________________

Steve Loshbaugh, Chairman

