AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

November 9th, 2006

RIFLE, COLORADO
Chairman Craig Meis called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Craig Meis, Mesa County; Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Darryl Steele and Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Alan Lambert, City of Rifle;. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; David Moore, Town of Silt; Danny Barela, NWRETAC; Chris Treese, Colorado River District; Jack Kirtland, DOLA; Patti Snidow, USDA Rural Dev.; Ken Brenner, Steamboat Springs; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: None

NEXT MEETING – January 11th, Rifle 

MINUTES of the September meeting were presented. Doug Monger said we should address that member cities and counties should be paid up and current in order to be voting members of AGNC.

Motion to accept the minutes as corrected was made by Darryl Steele. The second was by Ken Parsons. Motion carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE –September checks were presented by Jane Whitt. Doug Monger made the motion to approve. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried. October checks were presented by Jane Whitt. Darryl Steele made the motion to approve. Second was by Doug Monger. Motion carried.

Doug Monger stated that the Check reports should come when month is completed. November financials will be approved at next meeting. Craig Meis asked for a balance sheet to compliment the Profit and Loss reports. Jane presented the P & L statement thru October. Doug Monger made the motion to approve. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried. 
BUDGET Presentation The final 2007 budget was presented by Jane Whitt. After discussion Doug Monger made the motion to approve. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT –Energy Career Day was successful. This first year we had 17 exhibitors and 130 students from seven high schools participate. CNCC awarded two $1,000 scholarships to participating students. CMC awarded credit hours to a student. AGNC is looking forward to expanding the Energy Career Day each year.
The Gubernatorial Debate on October 4th was successful. The debate was focused on Energy Issues for the western slope. Approximately 240 people attended.
Legislative report: Aron Diaz reported that bills on severance tax distribution by Rep. Bernie Buescher and Rep. Kathleen Curry will need to be monitored by AGNC. Aron would also like to encourage our legislators to support renewable energy assistance through possible enterprise zone credits. AGNC will monitor bills coming up on split estate issues.
AGNC was awarded out of cycle money for tourism and marketing. We will be using part of this grant to publish a brochure on the Northwest Enterprise Zone which will educate our area on enterprise zone tax credits.

Other – Patti Snidow from the USDA Rural Development office presented a brochure explaining the various programs available to our area. There are 27 programs and $250 million available to rural Colorado. In the last cycle $2.7 million was awarded to 17 grants in rural Colorado. This program does funding for business, private, non-profit, municipalities, affordable housing to name a few areas. After discussion the AGNC Board decided that AGNC should sponsor an event with Patti Snidow to educate the municipalities on the programs and money available through the USDA Rural Development Office.
We will post this online when the dates are set.
WATER ISSUES – Chris Treese presented a handout on the legislative water issues coming up in this next session. Chris reported on the progress from HB1177 the Roundtable process and on the Elkhead Reservoir project. The enlargement project is more than doubling the size of Elkhead Reservoir. Fish and Wildlife have contributed to the project and will own half of the enlargement or one fourth of the reservoir. 
AREA AGENCY on AGING – Dave reported that the Caregiver Taskforce conference took place on October 23. Ninety people attended and it was well received. Dave reported that Mesability won’t operate after December. This is the transit program for Mesa County. There might be a transfer to Hilltop, if not Hilltop then the program would hire taxis. Dave Norman presented the Four-year AAoA Plan for years 2007-2011. After discussion for the AAoA four year plan for 2007-2011 Doug Monger made the motion to approve the statement of intent. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried.

NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Danny reported that the RETAC Advisory Board has asked him to pursue becoming a 501c3. Danny mentioned that more grants are available if they become a 501c3. RETAC is set up by State statute. Communications are being improved between the RETAC and the counties. Craig Meis said the governance piece of the RETAC needs to be resolved. After discussion the AGNC Board decided that Doug Monger with Routt County would look at the wording in the MOU and present it to the Board next meeting.
COAL ISSUES – Darryl Steele reported on letters from the Attorney General that in august proposed a raise on the severance tax on Coal from $0.54 to $0.72 per ton. AGNC will ask to sit at a table discussion with the Department of Revenue, CMA, Industry and the Attorney General to look at the changes being proposed. Delta County will be included on the invite as it will also affect them.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Cheryl McDonald sent in a written report included in the Board packet. Visitors’ numbers are up 3.3% for the year. Dinosaur Welcome Center will be closed until March 1. Jane Whitt presented a report on the costs of administering the Dinosaur Welcome Center Contract. The Board was satisfied with the outcome and will continue administering the contract. Jane also reported AGNC and the State have worked out the timing on reimbursement to AGNC.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – The 2007 Community Development Grant was awarded to AGNC. It is for $24,500. Aron Diaz will work out the details with Jack Kirtland. Jack reported that the next Energy Impact Grant Cycle applications are due December 1. The awards will be given in March in Trinidad. Seventeen Counties will be receiving notice of a special cycle for water and wastewater projects. Approximately $15 million will be available.
ENTERPRISE ZONE/Econ Dev. – Jane Whitt presented the statistics (by County) on Investment Tax Credits for the last year June 2005 thru June 2006 for the Northwest EZ which includes seven counties. Jane also presented a list of the contribution projects for the Northwest Zone and the amounts of Contributions made in the last year.
NW Oil & Gas – No report.
OIL SHALE – Craig Meis reported on Federal Mineral Leasing as related to the Naval Oil Shale Reserve. Chairman Meis asked Aron Diaz the executive director to compose a letter to Mike King to activate the State payments from the Department of Interior for NOSR Royalties. Senator Allard has already sent a letter and the Board asked that we contact Senator Salazar to also send a letter.
After discussion the board directed Aron to send a letter to the Department of Energy addressing concerns on drilling on the nuclear test sites.

ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Craig Meis adjourned the meeting at 2:30 pm.

Approved this ________ day of January, 2007
_________________

Craig Meis, Chairman

