AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

September 7th, 2006

HAYDEN, COLORADO
Vice-Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Craig Meis, Mesa County; Darryl Steele, Moffat County; Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Russ Martin, Town of Hayden. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; David Moore, Town of Silt; Danny Barela and Kris Borchard, NWRETAC; Derek Wagner, Sen. Allards’ Office; Jay Fetcher, Sen. Salazars’ Office; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: None

NEXT MEETING – November 9th, Rifle 

MINUTES of the July meeting were presented. Motion to accept the minutes as corrected was made by Doug Monger. The second was by Steve Loshbaugh. Motion carried.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – July, August and September checks were presented by Jane Whitt. Larry McCown made the motion to approve. Darryl Steele made the second. Motion carried. 

Enterprise Zone Checks were presented. In discussion, Larry McCown suggested that the Craig Chamber be considered for marketing and tourism money for the TW Tournament held in conjunction with the Coal conference. The advisory board for recipients of enterprise marketing funds should be made up of those that have received funds in the past. Doug Monger made the motion to approve the checks for the EZ Marketing and Tourism Grant. Second was made by Larry McCown. Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT –Energy Career Day is less than two weeks away. It will take place on Wednesday September 20th. All school districts have been contacted. There is a possible 300 students that could be participants from the schools. It will be held at the Garfield County Fairgrounds in Rifle from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm. Community colleges have donated some scholarships to be awarded that day. There will be a private reception for the volunteers and industry participants after the event at the Rifle Golf Course from 4-6pm.
The Gubernatorial Debate is set for October 4th at 7pm in the Rifle High School Auditorium. The debate will be focused on Energy Issues for the western slope. AGNC printed 300 tickets. Approximately 100 of those will be given to the public. Questions for the debate do include transportation and severance issues.
By-Law changes – After discussion by the board it was accepted that Town managers may be the alternate. Keith Lambert made the motion to accept the changes to the By-Laws 3.2 paragraph 3 and Articles of Association under Membership 2. c. to read “appointed municipal officials may attend AGNC Board meetings as a voting member when directed to by the municipality.” Russ Martin made the second. Motion carried.
Doug Monger felt we should look at the By-Laws and Articles of Association and address paying the dues to be members of AGNC.

BUDGET Presentation – Jane Whitt presented the proposed 2007 budget. After much discussion there were five changes made to the budget. Add the Umtra Contract under Revenue and Expense, Change contribution amount to $10,000, change COLA raise for Administrative Assistant only, take out the Contribution expense. Doug Monger made the motion to approve the budget with the five changes. Larry McCown made the second. Motion carried.
AREA AGENCY on AGING - Dave Norman presented the revised AAoA Plan for 2007. There was $80,000 of carryover funds added to the programs. After discussion for the AAoA funding budget for 2007 Larry McCown made the motion to approve. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried.
COAL ISSUES – Delta Coal Conference is scheduled for September 21-22. AGNC would like to see the conference always held in May in our area. There has been too much confusion this year over the planning and communication with the legislators.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Cheryl McDonald sent in a written report included in the Board packet. Visitors’ numbers are up 3.3% from last year for the month of July. Cheryl has two more volunteers set to start training in mid September.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – Severance tax payments are out. AGNC Board felt the new process worked well and the payments were fairer to everyone. Larry McCown mentioned that 87% of the payments were made to the Northwest sector of the State, which is as it should be according to production.
NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown reported the next Oil and Gas forum is scheduled for September 21st at the Rifle Fairgrounds. Agenda at this time is company reports and discussion from the audience. Roan Plateau plan was released today. Only 1% of the area can be disturbed at one time. A maximum of 350 acres can be disturbed at one time. The plan is available on line at www.blm.gov/rmp/co/roanplateau and a 30 day comment period will start on September 15th.
NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Danny Barela introduced Kris Borchard as the Chairman of the RETAC Advisory Board. Danny submitted a written report included in the AGNC Board Packet. Danny reported that the NWREATC website is being created; he received two grants that will pay for the website.

 Danny has been working with the oil and gas companies on uniform response at well sites. Steve Loshbaugh felt we should make the oil and gas companies more responsible for responding to emergencies. AGNC Board asked Danny to do a presentation at the Oil & Gas Forum asking the companies to step up to provide EMS services and to better maintain roads for EMS services to get through to sites. The AGNC Board did not want to see EMS responders leaving towns uncovered while responding to the sites so far from town.
RETAC has received a $27,000 grant for computers for the ambulances. Most of this grant will be spent in the year 2007.
Danny reported that he hoped that the IGA would be the right course. It has not been the case. Danny mentioned that more grants are available if they become a 501c3. RETAC is set up by State statute. Communications are being improved between the RETAC and the counties. Craig Meis said the governance piece of the RETAC needs to be resolved. After discussion the AGNC Board decided that Routt County would look at the wording in the IGA and present it to the Board next meeting.
OIL SHALE – Craig Meis reported on Federal H.R. 4761. This bill can be found online at Thomas. Section 27 has the Oil Shale and Tar Sands Amendments which includes information on payments to be made to local entities affected by oil shale development. Craig felt the bill has good provisions for setting aside money for training for energy jobs for college classes. The bill is trying to establish royalty rates for Oil Shale production. There is a comment period for the next thirty days in the Federal Register.

Craig also reported that the Front Range will be looking at the Oil Shale Trust Fund for transportation issues. AGNC will need to monitor this so the fund isn’t raided for Front Range issues rather than supporting maintaining infrastructure on the areas being affected by oil shale development.
The Strategic Fuels Task Force was awarded 22 million in funds. Ten million is to go to the task force for planning. There are seven other items identified to spend this money on. Water is one of the items, research and development is another. The task force is working toward making sure the priority is given to impacted areas at the Federal level.

WATER ISSUES – Darryl Steele reported that Yampa Basin had requested funds from the IBCC Board for water needs assessments for Oil Shale. Water will need to be stored for oil shale production and the infrastructure for dams would need to be put in place.
Other – Derek Wagner reported that he feels it is timely for AGNC to clarify their position on HB4761 Bill regarding section 27.
ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Craig Meis adjourned the meeting at 1:10 pm.

Approved this ________ day of November, 2006

_________________

Craig Meis, Chairman

Attachment

