
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

April 5th, 2007

PALISADE, COLORADO
Chairman Craig Meis called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Craig Meis and Steve Aquafresca, Mesa County; Joe Collins and Forrest Nelson, Rio Blanco County; Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Doug Monger, Routt County; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Jim Doody, Grand Junction. Others present included Doug Edwards, Palisade Mayor; Paul Oliver, CDPHE; Clint Kinney, Fruita; Jack Kirtland, DOLA; Tim Sarmo, Town of Palisade; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: Add Paul Oliver on the UMTRA hauling.

NEXT MEETING – May 17th, Holiday Inn, Craig Colorado

MINUTES of the March meeting were presented. Motion to accept the minutes were made by Chuck Grobe. The second was by Larry McCown. Motion carried.

BUDGET REPORT – March financials were presented by Jane Whitt. Doug Monger made the motion to approve the financials. Steve Loshbaugh made the second. Motion carried. Board asked for Budget to Actual year-to-date report to be presented each month. The Board also requested an update on dues that have been paid for the year.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Legislative report: Aron Diaz recommended that AGNC send a letter asking the governor to veto SB134 which allows higher education to tap into severance funds for schools. After discussion Saed Tayyara made the motion to send the letter asking for a veto. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried. Aron will send the letter to the member towns and counties and recommended that all send letters encouraging a veto. 

Aron reported that the DOLA impact figures which appeared in the Daily Sentinel today helped the state verify dollars that are needed for the impacted areas of the state. These figures also convinced Governor Ritter to take out the $100 million cap on the Federal Mineral Leasing bill.
AGNC is fighting long bill amendments. Chris Romers bill was successfully defeated. AGNC thanked Chris Romer for pulling his bill.

AGNC is still working on creating a Severance Task force. The committee would look at the full picture, including the anti energy items.

HB1139 – sponsored by Rep. Curry, Rep. Buescher is laid over in committee. It would increase the local share of severance tax distribution from 15% to 30%

Rep. Curry’s bill on the makeup of the COGCC looks like it might be modified enough to be acceptable. 

Severance Tax Updates – Craig Meis reported that Jim Evans is working with the companies on the employee count reports which were due last week. The severance tax revenues are projected to be down $100 million from last year.

AGNC is working to create a regional study gauging the impacts of industry. Aron reported that the study would allow us to plug in figures as they change which would allow us to include oil shale, coal and oil and gas combined impacts. The study is projected to be done by this time next year to coincide with the PEIS release date. Others are planning studies for only oil and gas impacts and are planning an earlier release date.

Steve Loshbaugh commented that AGNC needs to be a cohesive unit. We need to support each other and work together to maintain that AGNC is the voice of the western slope. It has worked for 30 years to be the regional voice for all of the energy issues and we need to continue to do so.

UMTRA – Paul Oliver reported that he is retiring on July 1st of this year. He asked if AGNC had made the amendments needed to allow the hauling of mill tailings to Cheney during the period of April 30th to May 11th. Jack Kirtland from DOLA said the amendment had been approved and we just need the signatures to go forward. The bid for hauling came in at $37,500 so an amendment was need for an additional $17,500.  Doug Monger asked that we award a partial contract for $20,000 until the $17,500 amendment is awarded. Jane Whitt will work to expedite the contract. 

Paul pointed out that SB200 states that $50,000 can be drawn down to haul to the Cheney site. The UMTRA oversight committee is defined in the bill. It pushes out the oversight committee to exist until 2017.
ACTION ITEM: The UMTRA oversight committee. AGNC needs to be sure we are included on the UMTRA oversight committee. The history of the UMTRA $5 - $7mil set aside needs to be written up in a white paper that would be educational and sent to DOLA. Joe Collins, Rio Blanco County along with Kathy Hall and Jim Evans would be the people to help write the white paper.

DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – A written report is included in the packet. Jane Whitt mentioned that Cheryl was having difficulty finding maintenance help for the year, at this time she is filling in with extra hours to get the maintenance done.

NORTHWEST RETAC – Craig Meis commented that “the RETAC is part of the Emergency Management Planning by statute”. RETACS are being put in the queue for review. Aron asked that the Board have a special meeting in June to discuss RETAC. The board members felt it would be better for Danny to meet with each county individually in order to educate the entire board of county commissioners. The biennial plan is the only charge from the statute. The AGNC board felt the RETAC is only to create the plan and that the counties would then implement the process. The statute requires the plan to be updated every two years.
COAL CONFERENCE – Steve Loshbaugh reported on the Northwest Colorado Coal Conference by going over the agenda with the board. The Coal Conference will take place on May 17th and 18th and the golf tourney will follow on the 19th. This is the 20th Annual Northwest Colorado Coal Conference which is held on this weekend to encourage legislators to tour the power plants and mines on the western slope.  

ENTERPRISE ZONE/Econ Dev. – Aron Diaz presented the Enterprise Zone brochure which will be used to market the tax credits to businesses and CPA’s in our region.
NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown reported that the Oil and Gas Forum met at the community center in DeBeque in March and was very well attended. The CDPHE gave a good report at the meeting. Larry stated that 95% of the lands that have resource potential have been leased. Mr. McCown announced that the next Oil & Gas meeting is set for June 7th in Rifle. Call Jamie Adkins @ 970-285-9000 if you have a topic you would like discussed. Craig Meis announced that the COGCC hearing will be held locally in Mesa county at the Grand Junction City council chambers on June 11th and 12th.
OTHER – Rich Baca from Congressman John Salazar’s office mentioned that they are still in discussions on the Roan Plateau. He understands that agreements were made but the office of Congressman Salazar wants more information. Field hearings might be possible from the Natural Resources committee. Craig Meis asked that the congressmen please give weight to the report from the cooperating agencies as they spent a lot of time putting the report together.
Senator Ken Salazar was able to get full funding for PILT however it was put in as an amendment to the emergency supplemental spending bill. The bill passed but President Bush has said he would veto the bill.
Tim Sarmo asked if AGNC could become more involved with the railroad. He would like to see AGNC invite them to the table more often for negotiations. A speaker from the railroad is scheduled during the coal conference to speak on the future needs of the coal companies and how the railroads are affected.

It was the consensus that the railroad is very hard to work with and the needs of the communities are not addressed in a timely manner.

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Craig Meis adjourned the meeting at 12:15 pm.

Approved this __17th__day of May, 2007


