AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

February 8th, 2007

MEEKER, COLORADO
Treasurer Larry McCown called the meeting to order at 10:05am. Board members and alternates present were: Ken Parsons and Joe Collins, Rio Blanco County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Tom Gray, Moffat County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Jim Doody, Grand Junction; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Chuck Hall, Battlement Mesa. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Dave Moore, Town of Silt; Sharon Day, Town of Meeker; Paul Oliver and Jeff Deckler, CDPHE; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: none

NEXT MEETING – March 8th, Rifle (to be determined by weather) 

MINUTES of the January meeting were presented. Motion to accept the minutes were made by Ken Parsons. The second was by Jim Doody. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Legislative report: Aron Diaz reported that HB1155 (capping Oil Shale royalties) was successfully killed and HB1139 (changing severance tax distribution) passed 11-0 out of committee. Aron gave an update on the bills reported in the legislative update. The Board voted to support the following bills: HB 1142, HB 1180, and SB 100. The Board advised Aron to monitor several of the bills and keep AGNC updated on their status.
Aron reported that Senator Isgar will sponsor a bill on renewing the oversight committee for UMTRA. The bill is being drafted at this time. DOLA is supporting the continuation of the UMTRA oversight program.
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE – January checks were presented by Jane Whitt. Ken Parsons made the motion to approve. Doug Monger made the second. Motion carried. 

COAL ISSUES – The Northwest Colorado Coal Conference will focus on the following subjects, “future of coal in Colorado; politics of coal mining; coal conversion and railroads impact and finding the labor pool. The Coal Conference will take place on May 17th and 18th and the golf tourney will follow on the 19th.  Steve Loshbaugh, Doug Monger and Aron Diaz will be the planning committee for the conference. At this time they are ironing out the details of how amendment 41 will affect the conference.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – No report.
ENTERPRISE ZONE/Econ Dev. – Aron Diaz announced that AGNC with USDA was holding a workshop on Monday Feb. 12th in Rifle from 3:30-5:00pm at the La Quinta. Aron will talk about the enterprise zone tax credits. Patti Snidow will present a workshop for Renewable Energy Program and grants that are available from the USDA. Jane reported that the Northwest EZ Brochure is close to being finished and AGNC hopes to present it at the next meeting.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Cheryl McDonald will be coming back on Feb. 15th to ready for the opening on March 1st. Jane Whitt reported that the minimum wage increase will affect this contract. Jane also reported that there are some ice freezing issues from the roof at the center. Cheryl has informed Moffat County about the problem.
NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown announced that the next Oil & Gas meeting is set for March 15th at the Rifle Fairgrounds. Call Jamie Adkins @ 970-285-9000 if you have a topic you would like discussed.
NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Larry McCown reported that Garfield County Commissioners had voted against signing the IGA that would permit the NWRETAC becoming a 501c3. Doug Monger added that Routt County had also voted against the 501c3. NWRETAC is to continue as is for the next month. Doug asked that AGNC inform Danny that the 501c3 should not happen.
OIL SHALE – Craig Meis was in DC at Oil Shale Task Force meeting. Some information was dispersed to the board.
UMTRA –Jeff Deckler from CDPHE gave an overview of the history of the UMTRA program. Nine mill tailing sites in Colorado have been cleaned. The DOE maintains the disposal cells for mill tailings. There are enough mill tailings left that Jeff felt in order to keep the program viable AGNC needs to stay engaged. The POST UMTRA Program was due to sunset this year. Senator Jim Isgar will sponsor a bill to continue the Post-Umtra oversight program. AGNC has provided the oversight in a contract with DOLA and the CDPHE in the past. A motion was made by Doug Monger to propose that the Isgar bill include AGNC as the organization to provide oversight for the program. Second was made by Tom Gray. Motion carried.
WATER ISSUES – Jane forwarded an email from Chris Treese on legislative water issues.
OTHER – February 23rd is the Energy Forum & Expo in Grand Junction. Larry McCown encouraged Board members to attend.
Tom Gray, commissioner from Moffat County, presented a handout on the background of the Western County Alliance. He asked that they be added to a future agenda of AGNC to give a presentation.

Ken Parsons mentioned that the Colorado Wildlife Commission passed a resolution in January to encourage responsible development through use of the best available technology to minimize environmental impacts to Colorado wildlife and wildlife habitat.
AREA AGENCY on AGING – Dave Norman reported the Planning & Service for AAoA for the year 2007 was approved. The Year 2008 planning is starting. Feb. 21st is Senior Day at the Capitol. Some seniors from our area will be going to Denver. Feb. 22nd CMC is to evaluate whether to sponsor senior programs in the future. The meeting will be in Glenwood Springs. April 6th a senior summit will take place in Mesa County. One of the proposed outcomes will be a model plan for all others to follow.
ADJOURNMENT – Treasurer Larry McCown adjourned the meeting at 12:45 pm.

Approved this ____8th____ day of March, 2007

