AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

January 11th, 2007

RIFLE, COLORADO
Vice Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were:; Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Ken Parsons, Forest Nelson and Joe Collins, Rio Blanco County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Jim Doody, Grand Junction. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Carl Smith and Tom Soos, NWRETAC Board members; Jesse Smith, Garfield County; Rich Baca, Congressman John Salazar’s office; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Craig Meis, Mesa County arrived 10:30 am.
Changes and additions to agenda: RETAC report to move to front of committee reports.

NEXT MEETING – February 8th, Meeker (to be determined by weather) Board asked that tentative schedule be sent by email to Board.

MINUTES of the November meeting were presented. Motion to accept the minutes was made by Saed Tayyara. The second was by Steve Loshbaugh. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Legislative report: Aron Diaz reported that the session for 2007 began yesterday. Bills from the AGNC November minutes report will be monitored by AGNC. 

On amendment 41 Aron reported that municipalities under the home rule that have their own ethics statement are exempt from amendment 41.

Funding for the Coal Conference - AGNC would possibly form a 501c3 strictly for the Coal Conference. It was decided the Board should set up a sub-committee for the Coal conference and possibly find an existing 501c3 to support the coal conference. Doug Monger and Jim Doody volunteered for the committee. The coal conference has been our event to invite legislators over and provide education and tours on the Coal mining industry and power plants. 
Aron presented the Energy Career Day video which will be used to recruit companies and students for next year’s event. School counselors will be contacted earlier. The date will tentatively be set for one week later in September in order to facilitate more time for schools to set up a field trip for eligible students.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE –November and December checks were presented by Jane Whitt. Larry McCown made the motion to approve. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried. Craig Meis asked that the Profit and Loss be done by class and as a total for all contracts. After presentation and discussion 2006 budget amendments for contracts accepted during the 2006 budget year were approved. Larry McCown made the motion to approve 2006 amendments as presented. Saed Tayyara made the second. Motion carried. 

NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Tom Soos and Carl Smith from the NWRETAC advisory board asked for guidance to pursue the 501c3 status for the NWRETAC. After discussion Doug Monger with Routt County reported that the wording in the MOU has been modified and sent to the Routt County attorney. It will need five counties signatures and the RETAC Board members would be reappointed each year by the commissioners.  Carl Smith felt that reporting to the AGNC Board was the best way to keep all five counties informed. It was stated that some grants can only be awarded to a 501c3 and this would help the RETAC in their funding. Doug Monger recommended that the RETAC move forward on becoming a 501c3.
COAL ISSUES – Steve Loshbaugh has talked to the marketing group in Denver about supporting the Northwest Colorado Coal conference. He suggested speakers on the following subjects, “future of coal in Colorado; politics of coal mining; coal conversion and railroads impact and finding the labor pool. The Coal Conference will take place on May 17th and 18th and golf tourney will follow on the 19th.  Steve Loshbaugh and Aron Diaz will be the planning committee for the conference.
ENERGY IMPACT PROGRAM – The hearing for the summer cycle grants will take place in Meeker. The new DOLA Director is Suzanne Kirkpatrick. The severance direct distribution will be taking a dip. This is a three year cycle. AGNC will ask for severance tax payout projections from DOLA for 2007 for the counties and cities.  Bills in this session are looking to change the ratio of direct distribution from 85/15 to 70/30 (state/local). The legislators are trying for no severance increase unless 25% comes back to local entities specific to schools, transportation.    Representative Penry’s bill on Federal Mineral lease would set up educational funding flow measurements with the company paying their fair share.
AREA AGENCY on AGING – Dave Norman presented the Four Year Planning & Service for AAoA for the years 2007-2011. The next four years have a projected 2% increase. Senior Population figures show a 27% increase from 2001 to 2011. General population increase would be 21%.  The state is still constrained to a 6% set spending limitation. Members of the JBC are supportive to making no funding cuts for the Older Americans Act. Transit services in Mesa County have changed. Laidlaw Transit Services has taken over the contract. It will increase the flexibility and timing of services for seniors.
ENTERPRISE ZONE/Econ Dev. – Jane Whitt presented the statistics on Investment Tax Credits for last year July 2006 thru December 2006 for the Northwest EZ which includes seven counties. A total of 105 businesses applied for tax credits for those six months. AGNC also completed the second cycle of the Enterprise Zone Marketing grant. A brochure explaining the Northwest EZ and tax credits available will be completed in the near future and will be presented at an AGNC meeting.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Closed until March 1st.

NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown reported that the last Oil & Gas forum was very well attended. John Harpo (an independent business person) gave a presentation to help small companies market their natural gas. Larry felt he would be a great speaker for the Coal Conference. The next Oil & Gas meeting is set for March 15th at the Rifle Fairgrounds.
OIL SHALE – Craig Meis reported that the R & D permits have been issued. Larry McCown reported that the Club 20 Oil Shale committee voted to adopt the DOW resolution on oil shale.
Aron Diaz presented wording for an amendment to the Federal Mineral Leasing Act which would define priority of impacts to locals and allow 75% of the conversion fee to be paid directly to point of development impact rather than going to the state to be distributed later. AGNC will work on the wording and support this legislation.
Permitting process is behind for oil shale so everything will be at least one quarter later maybe more for 2008.

UMTRA – Umtra legislation will sunset in 2007. AGNC needs to look for sponsors to continue the Umtra oversight. Doug Monger asked for more information on UMTRA. AGNC will ask Paul Oliver and Jeff Deckler to give an overview at the February meeting.
WATER ISSUES – Garfield, Mesa and Moffat County received a $100,000 grant for Tamarisk Study. On completion of the study they will look at eradicating the tamarisk. Saed Tayyara reported that the Elkhead Reservoir is near completion.  FYI - Talking stages have begun on creating a reservoir 10 times the size of Elkhead reservoir which would pump water over to Fort Collins. It is about a ten year permitting process, looking at a completion date of 2023. It could potentially benefit 5 Basins when completed. Again, this is just in the talking stages.
OTHER - Power plant classes are set to start in the fall at Colorado Northwestern Community College.
Rich Baca reported that congressman John Salazar is hoping for appointments to the Energy sub committee and the Agriculture committee. Mr. Baca enjoys the sharing of information that takes place at AGNC Board meetings. Keep up the good work.

Doug Monger reported that CCI is looking for County Commissioners to serve on the Wildland Fire Committee.
Aron Diaz asked municipalities to meet and decide on the representative and alternate for each county. Please have cities send letters to AGNC regarding this appointment. One municipality per county is entitled to a vote for all member cities in each county.

Congratulations letters to be sent to new state appointments and elected officials.

ADJOURNMENT - Chairman Craig Meis adjourned the meeting at 1:10 pm.

Approved this ________ day of February, 2007

_________________

Craig Meis, Chairman

