
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

July 12th, 2007

Shell Mahogany Site, Piceance Creek, COLORADO
The AGNC Board and guests gathered at 9am to hear Tracy Boyd from Shell give a presentation on the Shell Mahogany Site. After the presentation we toured the site to see the freeze wall and other areas of research. Lunch was served by Halandras catering.

Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. Board members and alternates present were: Craig Meis, Mesa County; Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Linda Romer Todd, Grand Junction. Others present included Dave Norman, AAoA; Cheryl McDonald, Dinosaur Welcome Center; Patti Snidow, USDA; Judy Jordan, Garfield County; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: Saed Tayyara asked to speak to AGNC on support on their standing on oil and gas. Craig Meis asked for discussion on RETAC and DOE Uranium to be added.

NEXT MEETING – October 4th, Hayden Location Town Hall

MINUTES of the May meeting were presented. Motion to accept the minutes were made by Craig Meis. The second was by Ken Parsons. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Aron Diaz reported that the severance tax work group met on June 26th. Craig Meis (Mesa County) and Terry Carwile (Craig town council) are appointed members of the group. The severance tax workgroup is to tour the Piceance Basin including the Shell Mahogany Site July 23 and 24th. They will then hold a meeting in Rifle. AGNC and some of the towns have been asked to testify on the needs of infrastructure. Some of the topics include: need for labor, affordable housing, impacts to police services. There is information on the state website on the Interim Severance Working Group under legislative council committees. Craig reported that a Chair and Co-chair had not yet been appointed.
Regional Socioeconomic Impact Study – Aron reported the AGNC had hired Judy Jordan as project manager for the contract. Judy was introduced to the board. BBC has been hired as the consultant. Community meetings will be arranged to gather information and preliminary figures in September for help on the PEIS. It is to be completed by February. It needs to be decided how we would like that delivered, as a series of white papers and/or electronically. The board asked that the taskforce for the contract schedule monthly meetings to keep us updated on the progress. It was discussed that a written agreement needs to be created between Garfield County and AGNC for the contract project manager.
BUDGET REPORT – May and June financials and Profit and Loss reports were presented by Jane Whitt. Ken Parsons made the motion to approve the financials. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried. Craig Meis asked for Balance sheet by class report to be presented each month.
COAL CONFERENCE – Jane Whitt reported on the Northwest Colorado Coal Conference. There were 84 attendees. This number of attendees was comparable to other years of the conference. The golf numbers were down. A former rep who attended commented that the lesser numbers at the banquets actually allowed for visiting more with participants. Former Senator Dave Wattenberg, Representative Al White and Senator Josh Penry all participated in the Conference.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – A written report is included in the packet. Cheryl MacDonald was present and reported that visitor numbers are up 7.66% from last year. The t-shirt program is in full swing. Cheryl also reported that she is having a tough time finding weekend help. Many of the large oil & gas companies are hiring at higher wages so no one is applying.
AAoA – Dave Norman reported that on August 6th the “Healthier Americas Campaign Bus” will come through Grand Junction. Healthier prevention tips will be given. A Garfield county issue with the senior programs is still being worked out with Ed Green leading the workgroup. CMC has pulled out as the sponsor and they are still actively looking for an agency to sponsor the senior programs.

OTHER –

USDA – Patti Snidow will be giving check presentations soon in the area. A million dollars has become available for biomass research and development.

Saed Tayyara discussed the Land Use Policy for Moffat County which was adopted in 04-05. He felt that the local voice was not being heard and decisions were being made with disregard to local opinion.

Craig Meis asked that Aron email to the Board a paper on the Little Snake area, to which Saed had referred. 
A motion was made by Craig Meis to create a resolution regarding the local cooperating agencies voices to be respected rather than disregarded. There has been much time spent to come to a consensus on certain issues only to have the results tossed aside by federal or state officials. Second was made by Saed Tayyara. Motion carried.

Craig Meis reported that the DOE released a draft EIS for uranium. He reported that we as a region need to speak up more in order to somewhat control or find a balance on uranium and other minerals.

NORTHWEST RETAC – Aron Diaz reported that Danny Barela has sent in a resignation letter to take effect August 16th. Mesa County feels a full time person is not needed for RETAC. Craig Meis felt this would be a good time to change how the RETAC functions. An august 9th meeting has been scheduled with the counties, Danny and RETAC. AGNC will email the deliverables of the RETAC contract and state statute on RETACs. Job description of the coordinator will also be available.
ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Keith Lambert adjourned the meeting at 3:20 pm.

Approved this 4th day of October, 2007


