
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

March 8th, 2007

RIFLE, COLORADO
Vice Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present were: Ken Parsons and Forrest Nelson, Rio Blanco County; Steve Loshbaugh, Town of Meeker; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Diane Mitsch Bush, Routt County; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Chuck Hall, Battlement Mesa. Others present included Dave Moore, Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. 

Changes and additions to agenda: talk about nominating officers for AGNC.

NEXT MEETING – April 5th, Palisade 

MINUTES of the February meeting were presented. Chuck Grobe needed to be added to those in attendance for Feb. Motion to accept the minutes as amended were made by Ken Parsons. The second was by Larry McCown. Motion carried.

BUDGET REPORT – February financials including Enterprise Zone expenditures were presented by Jane Whitt. The check paying for Energy Career Day Videos stirred up conversation on the Energy Career Day. The board talked about the possibility of merging with the EnCana Energy Expo by setting aside morning of the Expo for students only. This will be discussed more at length at a later date. It is already too late to merge this year. Steve Loshbaugh made the motion to approve the financials. Larry McCown made the second. Motion carried. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Legislative report: Aron Diaz reported that SB134 which allows higher education to tap into severance funds for schools was going before the House today. AGNC, CCI and CML are opposed to SB134. Ken Parsons reported that DOLA had a report on the monies granted from 1995-2005. Steve Loshbaugh said he thought that a large percentage of the grant applications in this cycle were for schools. Craig Meis asked that we try to obtain a report on the last three years on how much of the severance tax grant monies went out to the schools. 
NOSR Funds - AGNC is working with Senator Allard on the Naval Oil Shale Reserve moneys. It will take $8.8 Million to clean anvil points. There is $31.5 million set aside to distribute back to the State. The amendment that would allow the funds to start coming back to the state needs to be added to the Department of Interior’s appropriations bill. The amendment is scheduled to be addressed this month.
AGNC is working on an amendment to Section 35 of the Federal Mineral Leasing Act that would increase the state share of conversion fees from RD & D oil shale leases to production leases.  The state share would be raised from 50% to 75%. AGNC‘s amendment would also attempt to bring more of the state funds to local impacted communities. 
Aron Diaz talked with DOLA about asking the Governor to form a Blue Ribbon task force to look at the severance tax distribution. Craig Meis suggested that the western slope set up their own committee to address the distribution and work with Senator Penry to develop a bill for the legislature.

HB1139 – sponsored by Rep. Curry, Rep. Buescher is still being negotiated. It would increase the local share of severance tax distribution from 15% to 30%

COAL CONFERENCE – The Northwest Colorado Coal Conference will focus on the following subjects, “future of coal in Colorado; politics of coal mining; coal conversion, railroads impact and finding the labor pool. The Coal Conference will take place on May 17th and 18th and the golf tourney will follow on the 19th.  Steve Loshbaugh, Doug Monger and Aron Diaz will be the planning committee for the conference. Most of the speakers have been confirmed. At this time they are ironing out the details of how amendment 41 will affect the conference. This is the 20th Annual Northwest Colorado Coal Conference which is held on this weekend to encourage legislators to tour the power plants and mines on the western slope.  

There was much discussion on the Energy Forum which is taking place two weeks before the Coal Conference. AGNC is very upset about the timing and the confusion it will cause with the Coal Conference following so close. It is hoped that the timing of this would not happen in the future. The board discussed working together next year to combine the industry and general public education into one conference. We need to concentrate on the marketing this year to avoid confusion.
ENTERPRISE ZONE/Econ Dev. – Aron Diaz presented the Enterprise Zone brochure which will be used to market the tax credits to businesses and CPA’s in our region.
NW Oil & Gas – Larry McCown reported that the next Oil & Gas meeting is set for March 15th in DeBeque. Call Jamie Adkins @ 970-285-9000 if you have a topic you would like discussed.

NW RETAC/Homeland Security: Craig Meis reported that Mesa County is anxious about the RETAC and discussions that have been taking place at AGNC board meetings. Craig said “Quite frankly Mesa County Commissioners don’t understand the governance piece.”  Craig told the board that Mesa County is asking the state for a statewide performance audit of the RETAC program. He encouraged the other counties to also pursue this. Craig will email the letter that Mesa County is sending to the state and encourages other counties to also ask for the performance audit. The letter also asks the state to outline exactly what a RETAC is supposed to do.
Nominating committee - The Board discussed nominations for the AGNC Board. Keith Lambert as Vice-Chairman will go on as Chairman, Larry McCown will continue as Treasurer and Ken Parsons is willing to go in as Vice Chairman. Elections will take place next month with new officers to start in May.
AREA AGENCY on AGING – Dave Norman’s report will be emailed to the Board.
OTHER – Two weeks ago Senator Salazar and Senator Udall had a meeting to talk about the Roan Plateau. The Board encourages letters on the concern that the management plan for the Roan Plateau could change under Governor Ritter”s Administration.

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Craig Meis adjourned the meeting at 12:35 pm.

Approved this 5th day of April, 2007


