



AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

July 10th, 2008

Steamboat Springs, Colorado 
Chairman Ken Parsons called the meeting to order at 10:35am. Board members and alternates present in Steamboat Springs were: Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Linda Romer-Todd and Laurie Kadrich, City of Grand Junction; Saed Tayyara, Tom Gray and Jeff Comstock, Moffat County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig, Ann Brady, Peter Bivens, Town of Rangely; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Jon Quinn and Wendy DuBord, Steamboat Springs; Cheryl McDonald, Dinosaur Welcome Center; Mark Walsh and Ken Brown, Western Counties Alliance; Audrey Danner, Yampa Valley Partners.

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: none

NEXT MEETING – Thursday, September 11th, Rifle 

MINUTES of the May meeting were presented. Motion was made by Doug Monger and second was by Saed Tayyara to approve the minutes. Motion carried.

PRESENTATION: Western Colorado Alliance: Tom Gray introduced Ken Brown and Mark Walsh from Western Counties Alliance. Ken Brown gave the Board some history on the Alliance. The Western Counties Alliance deals with a)public land issues, b)secure rural schools and c) need issues on federal lands. Mark Walsh reported that the Secure rural schools issue sunsets soon, the last payment goes out in September, unless it is passed again. The Alliance fights for full PILT funding every year. It has not yet been fully funded. Mr. Walsh also presented RS2477 which makes county officials custodians of grants for rights of way. Mr. Walsh said the Western Counties Alliance will keep tabs on the Clean Water Act Restoration amendments, he suggested that we as a board should also watch this legislation.

COAL ISSUES – Aron Diaz and Audrey Danner reported on the Energy Summit. Attendees varied from 140 to 175 per session. There were 49 speakers and 4 cabinet members attended. There were 36 sponsors for the event. Suggestions for next year included breakout sessions so that more areas could be covered. Some of the committee received follow-up comments and a de-briefing from the committee. Jane Whitt asked that those comments and debriefing be sent to all AGNC Board members. Aron Diaz will take care of sending that out.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER: Cheryl Mcdonald reported that the wireless internet is up and running at the Center for visitors. They are really taking advantage of the internet hookup. The center is averaging 300 visitors per day. As per Doug Monger’s request Cheryl included a report in the packet for the board on year to date figures of visitors.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Aron Diaz reported that the June 13th meeting at CMC campus in Rifle to discuss the combined studies done by AGNC and El Pomar went well. Feedback from the Study presentations has had favorable comments. It is an objective document and the firm numbers are not disputed. The Socioeconomic task force from the Study will look at developing white papers. Their next meeting is set for July 29th in Rifle. After much discussion the board consensus was that enough papers have been done on transportation. It was however felt that a housing inventory would be very helpful in deciding what is needed as far as new houses, availability on the market, and population growth numbers in totals, not just the oil and gas industry.

LEGISLATIVE REPORT: the Board discussed Initiative 113 which cuts out direct distribution of severance tax. Most of the AGNC board does not support cutting direct distribution. AGNC will stay neutral as it was not unanimous to fight against the Initiative. 
At this point in the meeting we lost our quorum.

Aron Diaz recommended support on the #120 Initiative which caps funding of Department of Natural Resources’ half of severance tax at the 2006 level, but allows it to grow at the rate of inflation and uses the excess funds above the cap for transportation projects prioritizing congestion on I-70.
Aron asked the board to create some proactive legislation beneficial to the region so that AGNC could go on the offense rather than defense during the 2009 session. 
BUDGET REPORT –The budget for May and June will be presented at the next board meeting due to lack of quorum.
OTHER: none

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Ken Parsons adjourned the meeting at 2:15 pm.

Approved this ____day of September, 2008


