



AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

May 15th, 2008

Craig, Colorado 
Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 10:00am. Board members and alternates present in Craig were: Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Laurie Kadrich, City of Grand Junction; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Jim Ferree, City of Craig, Ann Brady, Town of Rangely; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Dave Norman, AAoA; Meg Bentley, Lisa Rolan, Wendy DuBord, and Ken Brenner, Senate District #8 candidate.

Changes and additions to agenda: none

Keith Lambert announced the installation of officers: They are Chairman – Ken Parsons
Vice- Chairman – Chuck Grobe, Treasurer – Keith Lambert. 

Keith Lambert turned the meeting over to Chairman Ken Parsons.

NEXT MEETING – Thursday, July 10th, Steamboat Springs

MINUTES of the April meeting were presented. Motion was made by Chuck Grobe and second was by Saed Tayyara to approve the minutes. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Aron Diaz reported that the April 11th presentation of the Socioeconomic Study went well. The 18 page Executive summary of the study was made available to legislators and press at the April 11th presentation. Two weeks later copies of the study were distributed to the members of the legislative interim committee on severance tax. Two more presentations have been made to the Grand Junction Chamber and to the Conoco-Phillips advisory Board. Presentations are scheduled through June 13th.  Representatives from the El Pomar Study had two pre-meetings with Aron and Keith Lambert discussing housing and transportation. On June 13th there will be a meeting at CMC campus in Rifle to discuss the combined studies done by AGNC and El Pomar. El Pomar is looking for a clearinghouse for these topics to address regional issues. AGNC has been mentioned to lead the region. Hank Brown will be the facilitator for the June 13th meeting to discuss if it fits AGNC’s mission.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Aron Diaz reported that the bills we were monitoring either died or were tabled until next session. Initiative 113 cuts out direct distribution. Most of the AGNC board does not support cutting direct distribution. There are still seven Initiatives still alive on severance tax.

Aron told the board that we need to talk about strategic planning again. Aron has looked into maybe forming a special district to handle the severance and federal mineral leasing monies for the western slope. The board asked Aron to research it further. Aron felt AGNC needs to study the severance tax pre-payment issue. Aron asked the board to form a sub-committee to set the goals and scope of the strategic planning session. The committee would also decide on a facilitator as needed.

Larry McCown said Garfield County would not support increasing staff of AGNC unless a documented funding source is in place. Larry asked “just what is being asked of AGNC?” Aron felt we need to decide what direction to take and figure out how to better serve the municipalities of the region. Ken Parsons stated that he thought DOLA is possibly forming a transportation or housing and workforce districts for Northwest Colorado. Doug Monger asked just what would AGNC be taking the lead on? What is it? Aron reported that the June 13th meeting is being sponsored by Club 20, Mesa State, and AGNC.  El Pomar is to facilitate looking for regional answers to issues coming forth. Our Study has quantified the needs of the area. Now we need a regional voice to address the needs.
An AGNC committee will meet between June15th and July 15th to set up the strategic planning.

Motion was made by Keith Lambert and second made by Doug Monger to set up the sub committee to put the structure of the strategic planning together. The committee volunteered as follows: Keith Lambert, Aron Diaz, Jim Ferree, Saed Tayyara and Ken Parsons.  Motion carried.

Aron reported that the census bureau is having a planning meeting in June as to how to do the census.

The census bureau asked AGNC to be part of the statistical areas program for counties in our area. The counties would not commit until they knew the details of what is required of them. 
BUDGET REPORT – April financials and budget vs. actual for Jan-April were presented by Jane Whitt. Doug Monger made the motion to approve the financials. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried. 

Project Committee Reports
AAoA – Dave Norman presented the report for the AAoA recommended plan for July 1 through June 30, 2009. Reviews of the applications for funds took place last month. Two seniors from each county were on the review committee. After the presentation the motion to approve the 2008-2009 plan for the Area Agency on Aging was made by Saed Tayyara. The motion second was made by Keith Lambert. Motion carried.
Coal Issues - Steve Loshbaugh urged all the board members to attend the Fueling Thought Energy Summit over the next two days. Steve spoke about Governor Bill Ritter’s Colorado Climate Action Plan. Steve gave out the internet address for the plan which is www.coloro.gov/energy/index.asp. Steve encouraged all to read over the plan as he is concerned in how it might affect the coal industry. Colorado has over 2000 mining jobs, 1000 of the jobs are in our region. The plan calls for a 20% reduction in greenhouse gases by the year 2020. The technology is not here to be able meet that requirement. 
Dinosaur Welcome Center: Jane Whitt reported there is a written report in the Board packet. Doug Monger asked if the board could have year to date figures on visitors reported at each meeting.

Enterprise Zone/Economic Development: Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt reported that 4 new contribution projects for our region were approved by the state at the May 8th meeting of the Economic Development commission. The four projects are: Grand River Medical Center expansion, Rifle Health and Wellness Center, Rocky Mountain Repertory Theater, and Targeting Northwestern Workforce Training.

NW Oil & Gas Forum: Larry McCown reported the next meeting is June 5th at the Rifle Fairgrounds. Larry also reported that there are 160 pages of new rules and regulations for oil and gas. The timeline to address these new regulations is very short, there is talk of reducing hearings into sections rather than the total in order to meet the timeline. Some of the regulations call for 90 days off in some areas. The problem will be how to keep the workers here to start again in 90 days. They can’t afford to have the rigs down for that amount of time and workers can’t afford to be unemployed for that amount of time either. The new rules are to be in place by July 1st, 2008. It is possible there will be a decline in oil & gas when these regulations go into effect.
OTHER: none

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Ken Parsons adjourned the meeting at noon.
Approved this ____day of July, 2008


