



AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

March 6th, 2008

Rifle, Colorado 
Chairman Keith Lambert called the meeting to order at 1:00pm. Board members and others present in Rifle were: Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Larry McCown, Garfield County; Forrest Nelson, Ken Parsons and Joe Collins, Rio Blanco County; Steve Loshbaugh, Meeker; Craig Meis, Mesa County; Saed Tayyara, Moffat County; Chuck Hall, Battlement Mesa; and on the phone Diane Mitsch-Busch, Routt County; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Trudy Kareus, Office of Senator Ken Salazar; Jack Kirtland, Steve Colby, Scott Olene, DOLA; Roy McClung, Town of Parachute; Audrey Danner, Yampa Valley Partners; Stuart Sanderson, CMA; Dave Norman, AAoA; Ken Brenner, Routt County; and Nancy Frizell, Tom Soos, and Randy Kuykendall, NWRETAC. Also present on the phone was Steve Black from Senator Ken Salazar’s office.

Changes and additions to agenda: none

NEXT MEETING – Thursday, April 10th, Fruita Location TBD

MINUTES of the February meeting were presented. Motion was made by Craig Meis and second was by Saed Tayyara to approve the minutes. Motion carried.

Special Report: NOSR Trust Fund Bill
Trudy Kareus from Senator Salazar’s office presented a bill proposed to amend title 10, United States Code, to require the Secretary of the Treasury to transfer certain amounts to the State of Colorado, and for other purposes. This draft bill addresses the Oil Shale Reserve receipts, and specifies Garfield and Rio Blanco counties to receive the monies for specific purposes. Craig Meis would like Mesa and Moffat counties to be included as they have impacts also from oil and gas and oil shale. After discussion Larry McCown made the motion to support the bill in concept, hopefully as co-sponsored legislation. Saed Tayyara made the second. Craig Meis asked the motion to be amended to state NOSR and surrounding communities in order to include Mesa and Moffat counties. Larry McCown amended the motion. Motion carried.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Aron Diaz reported HB 1083 sponsored by Representative Curry was being heard in the senate today.
HB 1084 sponsored by Representative Buescher which is the pre-payment of severance tax has been amended so prepayment can be vetoed by the communities affected. The provision is  for local governments to veto the credit if the credit is being claimed by a company who is prepaying severance tax to a state unit of local government like CDOT.

HB 1165 – Stuart Sanderson reported that this bill would allow local governments to outright ban mining in their area. It is felt that with the state and federal regulations already in place this bill is not needed. Colorado Mining Association, Action 22, Club 20, Moffat and Teller counties are opposing this bill. Stuart Sanderson asked AGNC to oppose this bill. After discussion Saed Tayyara made the motion for AGNC to oppose HB 1165. Second was made by Craig Meis. Motion carried.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – Regional Socioeconomic Impact Study – Aron reported that the next meeting of the task force will take place next week on March 11th. The task force will receive a presentation of the draft report from BBC Research.  The full report will be out in April.  A presentation to the AGNC Board will take place at the April Board meeting. Aron and Judy Jordan are working on a timetable for presentations of the study. It will be presented to the Governor and his cabinet first and then other presentations will be made. There is $64,000 left on the contract. Operating expenses have $29,000 left and we will talk to Jack Kirtland to amend the contract in order to use those funds for presentations.
BUDGET REPORT – February financials were presented by Jane Whitt. Steve Loshbaugh made the motion to approve the financials. Larry McCown made the second. Motion carried. Presentation of the Budget versus actual was also presented.
Project Committee Reports
AAoA – Dave Norman reported that the onsite evaluation was completed last month and they have completed corrective actions. The committee is now in the process of going over applications for funds for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008. An ADRC (Aging Disability Resource Center) is being discussed for Mesa County. It is felt that with fall management and education through these centers it will save on the Medicare side. 

Coal Issues -  The AGNC Board directed Aron to merge with Yampa Valley Partners for the energy summit & Coal Conference to take place May 15th-16th in Craig Colorado. Steve Loshbaugh stated that the Coal companies would like to see the mine managers reports happen for sure. It is a part of the coal conference we don’t want to lose as it is sharing of important information. Audrey Danner from Yampa Valley Partners spoke and asked for support of the energy summit from the AGNC Board. Craig Meis asked that AGNC endorse Yampa Valley Partners idea of merging and let them take the lead in planning the summit.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER: Opened in March. Cheryl is back at work preparing for the opening. 
NW Oil & Gas Forum: Larry McCown reported the forum took place this morning, (March 6th) Attendance continues to grow. The next meeting is June 5th at the Rifle Fairgrounds.
Audience Comments: Jack Kirtland from DOLA spoke. He stated the Energy Impact Advisory panel for grants meets this month.  There were a record number of applications requesting $37.5 million. DOLA is in the early stages of revamping the grant process. The AGNC Board expressed concern that more of the money should come back to the area since we have so many impacts here. Steve colby spoke on HB1083 on severance distribution. The wording retains the percentage per worker unless the statute is changed. Production and permits don’t differentiate workers. It will be august of 2009 before distribution would include the new differential. 
NWRETAC:  Chairman Keith Lambert turned the meeting over to Vice-chairman Ken Parsons for this discussion as it involves only the counties. The contract for the new coordinator was discussed. It went before the Routt County attorney for approval. Nancy Frizell, Tom Soos and Randy Kuykendall spoke for the RETAC. Mr. Kuykendall explained the different business models of other RETACS. The AGNC board felt the statute directs the RETAC to only create a biennial plan. After discussion the board told the RETAC not to pursue being a 501c3 but to work on an IGA everyone could agree to sign.  Craig Meis made the motion to sign the contract with Eric and to go forward with an IGA that all support. Larry McCown made the second. Motion carried.
OTHER: none
ADJOURNMENT – Vice-Chairman Ken Parsons adjourned the meeting at 3:30 pm.

Approved this ____day of April, 2008


