
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

February 5th, 2009

Rifle, Colorado 
Chairman Ken Parsons called the meeting to order at 10:06am. Board members and alternates present in Rifle were: Chuck Grobe, Town of Hayden; Ken Parsons, Joe Collins and Kai Turner, Rio Blanco County; Linda RomerTodd, City of Grand Junction; Tom Mathers, Moffat County; Doug Monger, Routt County; Mike Samson, Garfield County; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Ann Brady, Rangely; Jim Ferree, City of Craig; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Dave Norman, Area Agency on Aging; Peter Brixius, Manager of Rangely, Sharon Day, Town of Meeker; Jeff Comstock, Moffat County; Rich Baca, Congressman John Salazar’s office; Jack Kirtland, DOLA.
CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: Linda RomerTodd asked to add discussion of the forest travel plan which could affect future water storage.
NEXT MEETING – Thursday, March 12th, Rifle, City council chambers
MINUTES of the November meeting were presented. Motion was made by Linda RomerTodd to accept the minutes with changes and second was made by Chuck Grobe to approve the minutes as amended. Motion carried.

ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION: Aron Diaz presented the changes for the Articles of Association. After  discussion Ann Brady made the motion that article #6 paragraph #3 for AGNC to arrange an audit or compilation audit if budget is under $5000,000. Second was made by Chuck Grobe. Motion carried.

BY-LAWS – Under Article #5 paragraph 5.6 change audited and/or a compilation audit be done if under $5000,000 budget  and under Article 3 of the by-Laws to change unanimous to take a position on legislative policy to shall require a super majority or 66% of those present and voting. After discussion Linda RomerTodd made the motion to accept changes to the by-laws. Second was made by Chuck Grobe and the motion carried.
BUDGET REPORT –The financials for November and December, 2008 budget vs. actual and balance sheets for 2008 were presented by Jane Whitt. A motion was made by Doug Monger to accept the financials. Second was made by Linda RomerTodd. Motion carried. After discussion reports will be done on a cash basis. January financials and Budget versus Actual for 2009 was presented.   After discussion Ann Brady made the motion to accept the 2009 financials. Second was by Keith Lambert. Motion carried. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Aron Diaz passed out a legislative update which listed the bills being followed. Discussion on HB 1051 took place; the bill was killed in finance committee. The board decided that a committee would meet earlier in the session to discuss bills and take positions. Bills to be followed would be brought to AGNC and voted individually on each bill as to whether to get involved in the process. The committee would meet more often regionally to keep an eye on legislation. After discussion the board’s consensus was to broaden our scope and follow not only energy, but follow transportation, public lands and water issues of regional concern.
The following bills were voted on at the board meeting:

HB1024 – Audit timelines for local government.  Keith Lambert made the motion to support. Second was by Mike Samson. Motion carried.  SUPPORT
HB1040 – State to submit list of unfunded mandates to local government. Doug Monger made the motion to support. Second was by Keith Lambert. Motion carried. SUPPORT
HB1148 - Request that the department of revenue provide local affairs with who had paid severance tax. This would help if someone had prepaid severance tax. Keith Lambert made the motion to support. Second was made by Ann Brady. Motion carried. SUPPORT
HB1161 – Reduces time for oil and gas companies to submit valuation statement from 45 to 30 days. Doug Monger made the motion to support. Second was made by Tom Mathers. Motion carried. SUPPORT
SB108 – After discussion the board supports the dollars in the fee structure. They do not support toll fees being put on toll free roads. AGNC will monitor the bill.

AGNC will also monitor Senator White’s Wildlife damage bill.
Linda RomerTodd started the Forest Management plan discussion. The plan will be coming up for adoption in April. Linda was concerned that no water storage will be allowed in the designated roadless areas. Jeff Comstock reported that the plan is in the appeal process. Right now the Clinton Administration’s roadless rule is in effect. Colorado roadless rules are nullified until the courts decision is made. AGNC members are encouraged to send letters to their congressional representatives against the roadless designation in order to protect water storage rights.
Doug Monger mentioned that there are four bills AGNC should follow concerning the bark beetle and wildlife issues. 
In the future, if needed between meetings, AGNC will have conference calls to discuss legislative issues that cannot wait until the next board meeting.

CARO – (Colorado Association of Regional Organizations) By-Laws were discussed for CARO. The board felt a benefit needs to be seen to joining CARO. The exchange of ideas from the different cogs would be a benefit for AGNC. The executive director and one board member would attend four meetings a year. Keith Lambert made the motion to join CARO to approve their by-laws and authorize the dues. Second was made by Tom Mathers. Motion carried. Linda RomerTodd suggested that the board review AGNC’s membership in CARO when the budget is presented in October.

Rich Baca gave an update from Congressman John Salazar’s office. 

Jack Kirtland reported that the next Energy Impact hearing is March 19th and 20th. Ken Parsons is the newly appointed member of the committee.
Area Agency on Aging: Dave Norman presented the 2009 Area Plan which ends June 30th. AAoA has to make $2million in cuts for the balance of the year. After July, if the money is in the long bill for 2010 the funds will reappear in the plan. Senior services shouldn’t suffer; they will work with very little disruption. Reserves will be tapped if needed. Keith Lambert made the motion to accept the revisions to the 209 plan. Second was made by Tom Mathers. Motion carried.

DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER: Written report in the packet. Jane Whitt mentioned that there will be cuts to the tourism industry for the following year. Doug Monger made the motion to send a letter to the Governor and local JBC supporting welcome centers. Linda RomerTodd made the second. Motion carried.
ENTERPRISE ZONE: Executive Director Aron Diaz reported the tourism and marketing grant will support one project this year. The project is the branding of a place, Rifle. Aron will keep the board apprised of the branding project and possibly brand other places in the region in the future.
NW OIL & GAS FORUM: Ken Parsons reported that the next oil & gas forum will be March 5th from 10am to 12:30pm at the Rifle County Fairgrounds. Linda RomerTodd reported that some support companies for oil and gas have had contracts renewed. Companies are still operating but with fewer rigs.
OTHER: Tom Mathers asked about the energy summit in May. What role does AGNC want to play?
Aron felt that AGNC would still participate in the energy summit. To what extent is not yet known. A mini coal conference would be held in September, with mine manager reports and possibly a DNR panel. Aron is to call Senator White for his input. Planning for both events are just getting started.

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Ken Parsons adjourned the meeting at 1:35 pm.

Approved this ____day of March 2009.

