
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

January 14, 2010

Rifle, Colorado 
Vice-Chairman Doug Monger called the meeting to order at 10:0am. Board members and alternates present were: Doug Monger, Routt County; Craig Meis, Mesa County;  Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Mike Samson, Garfield County; Jay Haygood and Keith Lammey Battlement Mesa; Ken Parsons and Kai Turner, Rio Blanco County; Ann Brady and Peter Brixius, Rangely; Tom Mathers, Moffat County; Dave Sturges, Glenwood Springs; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Dave Norman, AAoA; Ed Green, Garfield County; Mike Yost and Wyatt Popp, Olsson Associates and Carolyn Tucker, Shell.

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: none

NEXT MEETING – 10am Thursday, February 18th, Place TBD

MINUTES of the November meeting were presented. Motion was made by Keith Lambert to accept the minutes and second was made by Ann Brady. Motion carried.

Recognition of audience: Mike Yost introduced Wyatt Popp who is transferring into Grand Junction for Olsson Associates. They were present to learn about the area through AGNC county and municipal representatives. Carolyn Tucker from Shell wanted to let everyone know that the rumors of Shell pulling out of oil shale research are not true. They are still active in the Piceance creek area on their research. They will also be submitting a permit for another R & D lease later this year.

BUDGET REPORT –The November and December financials and Budget versus Actual for 2009 and Balance sheet were presented. After discussion Keith Lambert made the motion to approve disbursements for November and December and accept the profit and loss financial report. Second was by Craig Meis. Motion carried.  
Jane reported to the board that AGNC would be eligible for a compilation audit. Any business which has under a $500,000 budget qualifies. After discussion Mike Samson made the motion to go with the compilation audit. Second was made by Craig Meis. Motion carried. 

Jane Whitt asked the board for direction on mileage reimbursements. The board recommended we stay with the personnel manual which says to follow the state rates for mileage. The board asked that the personnel manual be emailed to them for review. We will follow up on this at the next meeting.

Legislative memberships were discussed. After discussion Tom Mathers made the motion to allow a one time offer of legislative services memberships to the municipalities in Mesa County for the year 2010. This allows them to pay 1/3 of the membership for participating in legislative policy issues only. Keith Lambert made the second. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Aron Diaz reported on memberships in AGNC. We welcomed Glenwood Springs as a new member. Aron also gave a presentation to the Carbondale town council on Tuesday and they are considering joining AGNC. Aron will attend the DOLA hearing with the JBC next Tuesday which will decide on allocations of the grant monies. Legislative report: Aron reported that Rep. Baumgardner is going to propose a referendum change to the possessory interest tax and the collection of smaller amounts being exempt. At this time it costs the county more to assess the tax than they collect. Aron expressed his disappointment in Rep. Curry changing affiliation to the independent party. This caused our area to lose some pull on some of the committees. AGNC will monitor the severance tax and FML dollars and try to prevent any future raids on those funds. Keith Lambert asked that AGNC monitor any legislation containing the Medical Marijuana Dispensaries. Keith reported that Rifle had passed an ordinance but would like more direction from the state. He would like to see AGNC direct policy and create a policy statement on MMD’s. Questions considered should be Land use code used? Treat as pharmacy or liquor store? Sign codes? How close together? Sales tax? Traffic? It is a regional issue. After discussion the board asked Aron to create a policy statement for AGNC to present at the next meeting. Aron will email to counties and cities for review prior to the next meeting.

Doug Monger asked for a calendar for county caucuses. Dates need to be set soon.

Craig Meis asked for a list of bills which AGNC will follow including initiatives and amendments.

ENTERPRISE ZONE – Aron Diaz reported that the legislature is looking to set a cap on the investment tax credit for the next three years. Business would be able to apply for the credit after the three year hiatus. This change would be viewed as a tax increase. AGNC will follow this bill and keep the board informed.

OIL & GAS FORUM – Mike Samson reported that the oil & gas forum took place on December 3rd at CMC in Rifle. Again several industries did not attend. They are Antero, Berry, Delta, Exxon Mobile, Marathon & XTO. William reported that they have 8 rigs operating, one on the Roan Plateau. Williams plans at this time to add 4 rigs in 2010. Oxy has 2rigs and will add 1 in 2010. Noble has 1 rig, Laramie has 1 rig, EnCana has 4 rigs which will drill 136 wells in 2010. Barrett is dropping from 3 to 2 rigs.

February 26th is the Industry Expo at Two Rivers in Grand Junction. Mike plans to attend and encouraged other board members to also attend.

Craig Meis shared what Mesa County is addressing to help in these hard economic times. Mesa County is concerned about five years from now. They are cutting taxes through the business property tax to help businesses stay. Mesa County is also eliminating planning fees to stimulate growth. Unemployment is hovering at 8% at this time. Energy is down and people are moving out. Doug Monger mentioned that the Coal production is down also. This means less severance tax for the future.

AREA AGENCY ON AGING - Dave Norman distributed a copy of the grant application to the Colorado Health Foundation. It is an application to develop teams to support ARCH (Adult Resources for Care & Help) around the state. The application would be for a statewide conference for training and sharing of ideas for Adult Resources for Care & Help. After discussion Keith Lambert made the motion to approve AGNC for fiscal sponsorship of the proposed grant. Second was made by Ken Parsons. Motion carried. Dave also reported that application would expand 211 services farther than Mesa County into the region. We have had requests for expansion into Moffat and Routt Counties. Potential team partners in the arch development would be the 211 and state developmental services.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Closed at this time.
STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE - Aron will draft a policy statement on the Medical Marijuana Dispensaries to be reviewed at the February meeting.
Old Business follow-up: none

OTHER – Ken Parsons asked for how the other counties were approaching the disposal of pit liners from well sites as the industry is asking Rio Blanco County for their procedure. At this time Garfield County and Mesa County refuse pit liners at their landfills. Mike Samson mentioned that at the February 2nd work session of the county commissioners they will be reviewing a proposal to build a cell site at the landfill which would accept the pit liners. It would hold approx. 3500 liners; the cell would be lined and monitored for leaks. Ed Green reported that they are looking into bundling each liner into a small brick. This would call for specialized equipment. We will follow-up at the next meeting with the findings of Garfield County from the work session on Feb. 2nd.
Jay Haygood reported that Battlement Mesa has merged into the Battlement Mesa Metropolitan District.  This is new management for Battlement. They can be reached at 285-9432. Steve Rippy is the manager for the District.

ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Doug Monger adjourned the meeting at 1:05pm.

Approved this _11th__ day of  March 2010.


