



AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

March 11, 2010

Rifle, Colorado 
Chairman Chuck Grobe called the meeting to order at 10:05am. Board members and alternates present were: Chuck Grobe, town of Hayden; Keith Lambert, City of Rifle; Ed Green, Garfield County; Jay Haygood, Battlement Mesa; Ken Parsons, Rio Blanco County; Sharon Day, Meeker and Peter Brixius, Rangely; Tom Mathers, Moffat County; Aron Diaz and Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Dave Norman, AAoA; Martha Moore, Colorado River District; John Hoffman, Carbondale; Pat Hughes, Rio Blanco County; Jeff Comstock, Moffat County; J.D. Estes and Jim Branch from Exxon.

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: add nominating committee under other.

NEXT MEETING – 10am Thursday, April 8th, Mesa County complex, 544 Rood Training Room B

MINUTES of the January meeting were presented. Jay Haygood pointed out changes to the last paragraph which dealt with the management of Battlement Mesa. Motion was made by Ken Parsons to accept the minutes with changes and second was made by Keith Lambert. Motion carried.

Recognition of audience: J.D. Estes and Jim Branch were introduced. They represent Exxon. They had given a presentation to Meeker which was an update on activity. They also presented an energy outlook to the Rifle chamber. They have 80 employees working on the Piceance Creek project. They would like to give a broader presentation to the AGNC Board in the future. Martha Moore from the Colorado River District and John Hoffman from Carbondale were also introduced.
BUDGET REPORT –The January and February financials and Budget versus Actual for 2010 and Balance sheet were presented. After discussion Keith Lambert made the motion to approve disbursements for January and February and accept the profit and loss financial report. Second was by Tom Mathers. Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS REPORT: Legislative report: Aron Diaz reported that the session this year has been awkward. Bills have changed the date to be reviewed at the last minute, also testimony has been heard on some bills but the vote was not taken. 

HB 1174 AGNC succeeded in helping to kill HB 1174 which would have cut the state ad valorem tax deduction in half. 

SB162 AGNC is still working to amend SB162 which is the Enterprise Zone legislation bill which would require businesses to pre qualify for any tax credits. AGNC is working to delete the section on prequalifying for tax credits; otherwise the bill has some good components.

Rep. DeGette has a new wilderness bill. Jeff Comstock reported is pretty much the same bill she has tried to pass before. This time it has added the hidden gems to the wilderness. Club 20 and Moffat County have both opposed this bill.
CMA argued before the 10th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals today that the roadless rules decision of 2001 which bans construction of new roads on National Forests violates the law. See Post Independent article March 11th, 2010.


Governor Ritter announced that he is setting up a task force to study the concept of storing carbon underground. See article in Daily Sentinel, March 11, 2010.


Ken Parsons reported that the direct distribution of FML and severance should take place in August. The FML is predicted to be half of the amount, and severance distribution is predicted to be one fourth of the amount distributed last year. DOLA is also planning a grant cycle in august which will depend on the state of the state budget at the time. We should have a new DOLA field rep by April 15th. The interim field rep is Joe Carter. Keith Lambert reported that he asked the DOLA state field reps to please not let the raiding of the energy impact program become a permanent fix for the state budget. The towns need this DOLA program financial support especially at this time.

Medical Marijuana Dispensary bills are being tracked by AGNC. Aron reported that he has not written a policy because each community is so different. He is monitoring the bills to make sure that the bills will leave open the opportunity for the county or city to regulate. AGNC is monitoring SB 109 which addresses Doctor patient relationship and HB 1284 which includes background checks for the owners and employees of the dispensaries.


After discussion the board approved Aron attending the USDA Regional convening conference in April. Aron will send the full agenda to the board when it is available. 
Aron reported on memberships in AGNC. Carbondale is considering joining and Aron also gave a presentation to the New Castle town board. Craig Meis and Aron will meet with the municipalities of Mesa County in the next couple of weeks.
Aron mentioned that John Zender from the Department of Commerce had stopped by the office. They are working on regional plans for federal funds. AGNC would be eligible to apply for funding between $30,000 and $60,000 annually. We will have more information at the next AGNC meeting.

Martha Moore from the Colorado River District reported on the bills they were following. The river district is starting an education campaign called “it’s the same water” A website itsthesamewater.com is available for more information. The river district grant program was deciding recipients today. They will be announced at the April meeting. There were approximately 45 applicants.
AREA AGENCY ON AGING - Dave Norman reported that he had submitted the grant and would know in the next two months if we get it. A site evaluation needed to be done before the grant is approved. Dave attended senior day at the capitol. Approximately 19 elected officials were there. They told the seniors the senior property tax exemption would probably not be available for the next five years. Carrie Kennedy reported that the level of expenditure for older Americans is the same as 2001 and yet there are 1.4 million more people. After attending a conference in San Francisco Dave reported that other states are hurting even more than Colorado, at least Colorado at this time can adjust to the cuts being made.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Opened March first.

ENERGY SUMMIT – Concerns were raised about the pricing of the event. Additionally with the event being held Wed thru Friday the AGNC Board decided it would not be feasible to hold our meeting in conjunction with the summit. We will keep our meeting scheduled for Thursday May 13th at a different venue in Craig.
ENTERPRISE ZONE – Aron Diaz reported HB1200 caps the investment tax credit at $250,000/year and defers credits above that for four years. This would be a tax increase to the larger companies for the next few years. In four years they could take the credits in full. 

Aron will be meeting with Idaho Springs next week on enterprise zone credits available. 

OIL & GAS FORUM – Ken Parson reported that the usual updates were given by companies. It was felt that there is a slow upswing beginning in the oil and gas business. 
PUBLIC LANDS RMP’S – Jeff Comstock gave an update on the status of two areas. In the Littlesnake area the RMP is on the desk of the Secretary of Interior. The report is expected to be released soon. The Whiteriver Resource area is only addressing an amendment for oil and gas. The group is in the process of finishing alternatives to either extremely regulate or normally regulate the gas industry. This amendment will come to council next month.
STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE - Aron already reported on the Medical Marijuana dispensaries in his legislative report.
Old Business follow-up: Ed Green handed out a presentation on pit liners which included options for disposing of the liners. At this time the county is waiting for industry input on cost etc. to decide which option will be used.
Changes to the personnel manual were discussed. A motion was made by Ken Parsons and the second by Tom Mathers to approve the first three changes which were to page 2, 3 and 10. Motion carried. Sharon Day and Peter Brixius will work on the other three changes and bring them to the next AGNC meeting.

OTHER – The nominating committee discussed new officers for AGNC. Doug Monger will be contacted on the Chairman position. Sharon Day and Peter Brixius will discuss the Vice-Chairman position with their city councils and get back to AGNC with a decision. Keith Lambert is still treasurer but Mike Samson will also be asked to fill the position. Decisions will be voted on at the April meeting.
ADJOURNMENT – Chairman Chick Grobe adjourned the meeting at 12:55pm.

Approved this ___ day of April 2010.


