
AGNC BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES

May 19, 2011

Main floor conference room, County Courthouse

221 W. Victory Way, Craig Colorado

Chairman Doug Monger called the meeting to order at 10:10am. Introductions were as follows. Board members and alternates present were: Doug Monger, Routt County; Shawn Bolton, Ken Parsons Rio Blanco County; Mike Samson, Garfield County; Lisa Hatch, Rangely; Tom Mathers, Audrey Danner, Moffat County; Craig Meis, Mesa County; Sharon Day, Town of Meeker; Jane Whitt, AGNC staff. Others present were Chuck Grobe, Tri-State G&T; Winnie DelliQuadri, City of Steamboat Springs; Dave Norman, Area Agency on Aging, Cheryl McDonald, Dinosaur Welcome Center; Dave Merritt, Colorado Big Country R C & D.

CHANGES AND ADDITIONS TO AGENDA: Revised Agenda copied and handed out. Doug Monger asked Dave Merritt to also speak to the Colorado Cooperative Agreement. Mike Samson made the motion to approve the modified agenda. Lisa Hatch made the second. Motion carried.

Doug Monger turned the meeting over to Lisa Hatch as new Chairman.

PUBLIC COMMENT/BOARD MEMBER COMMENT:  

NEXT MEETING – The next board meeting will take place Thursday July 21st in Steamboat Springs. Doug Monger will reserve the Commissioners hearing room for the meeting.   

MINUTES of the April 14th meeting were presented. Motion was made by Mike Samson to accept the minutes and second was made by Doug Monger. Motion carried.  
Dave Merritt from Colorado Big Country Resource Conservation and Development stated that they were looking to partner with AGNC. This meant possibly sharing space and administrative duties. After discussion it was decided that we would like Dave to report at meetings but AGNC staff is only part time and could not share administrative duties at this time. Dave explained the area CDRC&D covers and it is AGNC counties plus a few more. Dave reported on the Shoshone power plant agreement, CBRCD worked for the last four years negotiating the agreement on the Shoshone. Each separate entity is now signing off on the agreement. Dave also reported on the Colorado Cooperative Agreement which involves 34 entities on the West Slope. It is posted on their website in full. It represents a big change on the Denver Water Board.
FML Districts - Ken Parsons reported that HB11-1218 passed and is signed and now law. This allows counties to form their own Federal Mineral Leasing Districts. The object was to protect the PILT funding stream. Ken Parsons has a spreadsheet that shows figures with and without the FML bill. He will share that with AGNC. Under the bill districts need to be formed by June 30th, 2011 and they would be good for two years. In future years the deadline to apply would be June 1st. The bill provides for FML districts for individual counties. AGNC is looking at forming one district for the five counties. The five counties would pool funds and prioritize projects for the good of the region. Garfield County and Mesa County legal staff offered help to form the regional FML District with AGNC Counties. Under the bill County Commissioners cannot be the majority of the board. AGNC will encourage cities to participate in the district and have representatives on the board. Each entity participating is required to adopt a resolution creating the district before June 30th. Municipalities that wish to participate may enact an ordinance proposing to join a district prior to the county adopting a resolution. After discussion, Mike Samson moved that Mesa and Garfield Counties would be given the assignment to draft by-laws, resolutions and a service plan to present by June 1st to AGNC by email. Doug Monger made the second. Motion carried. Each county will review prior to the CCI conference and they will meet sometime during the conference to approve the details.
BUDGET REPORT –The April financials were presented, after discussion Doug Monger made the motion to approve the April disbursements. Second was by Tom Mathers. Motion carried. Budget versus Actual for 2011 and Balance sheet were presented. Area Agency on Aging income and payment report was also included   Interest income was discussed and the Area Agency on Aging reporting. After discussion Doug Monger made the motion to accept the financials. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried.
LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Dianna Orf called in at noon and gave a summary of the session. 

Dianna felt that by the end of the session you could hear people recognizing the AGNC area as a viable part of the state with a strong voice. Our presence was helped by testimony from various board members throughout the session. Doug Monger asked if SB45 (Streamline Electric Power line Siting) was signed by the Governor. Dianna reported as of today it had not been signed. She will follow up and let us know when the bill is signed. SB35 and HB1123 talking severance tax and preserving tax for local use both were postponed indefinitely. Dianna reported we just need to keep talking and reminding the legislators of where the resources are coming from and where the revenues should return to cover the impacts of recovering the resources. Dianna and Ted Orf will cover committees this summer and keep AGNC informed. Some of the usual committees meeting this summer are Water Resource, Transportation review committee. Also a task force will be formed for SB45. This summer and fall AGNC should work on the NOSR details to try to reintroduce another bill for next year to recover the federal funds from the Naval Oil Shale Reserve. The AGNC Board thanked Dianna for keeping AGNC informed in such a timely manner.
AREA AGENCY on AGING – Dave Norman presented the Recommendations for the AAoA Area Plan for 2011-2012. Committees from AAoA approved the recommendations in May. Each program was cut as the total in federal funds was reduced. After discussion Doug Monger moved to approve the plan presented. Craig Meis made the second. Motion carried. Dave announced the Caregivers conferences will take place as follows: Hayden on June 6th, Glenwood Springs on June 7th and Grand Junction on June 15th.
DINOSAUR WELCOME CENTER – Cheryl McDonald reported that since the weather had improved a little the numbers for visitation were up. Just last weekend they had 178 come through the Welcome Center on both Saturday and Sunday. A grant for Kiosks to promote our region was approved and the committees have presented the plans for the Kiosk they plan to install sometime in October. Cheryl passed around pictures of the Kiosk as planned. The center just completed new flooring last week, they were able to do so from monies Moffat County had donated to the center through the Enterprise Zone Marketing and Tourism contract. AGNC is looking to hold a meeting in Dinosaur in October to see all the improvements to the center. Cheryl reported that in 2009 Colorado had 51.7 million visitors to the state. Each family in the state would have had to pay $365 more in taxes if the tourism dollars were not there. The grand opening for the Wall of Bones in Dinosaur National Monument will take place October 4th.  
ENTERPRISE ZONE – Jane Whitt reported that the two projects, Rifle Economic Development Corporation and the Sprout House were approved as contribution projects by the State on May 12th. They are now eligible to receive contributions for EZ tax credits. Jane also informed the Board of the new state website for submitting Enterprise Zone tax credits. The live url for the public to start using is https://www.colorado.gov/apps/oedit/enterpriseCert/home.jsf 
Old Business follow-up - Shawn Bolton will forward any updates on the Wilderness and Roadless Area Release Act. The committee was working on it at the same time as the AGNC meeting. Nothing had been released at this time.
OTHER – Lisa Hatch reported that she had attended the Northwest All-Hazards Emergence Management Region meeting on Wednesday. After discussion the AGNC Board felt that all counties are already receiving reports from representatives from each county that are members of the committee. Therefore AGNC will not appoint a board member to the group. 
 Free conference calling was discussed. Jane will send Doug Monger the information to decide whether AGNC should sign up for the conferencing.
ADJOURNMENT – Motion for adjournment was made by Tom Mathers. Second was by Mike Samson. Motion carried. Chairman Lisa Hatch adjourned the meeting at 1:30pm.
Approved this ___ day of July 2011.


