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NORTHWEST COLORADO SOCIOECONOMIC TASK FORCE 
COMPLETES STUDY 

RIFLE, CO – A report that addresses the state of socioeconomic conditions along Colorado’s western slope was released today during an announcement at the State Capitol. 

The study forecasts that the population of Garfield, Mesa, Moffat and Rio Blanco counties will double within the next 30 years.  It also suggests that revenues from natural resource extraction will be substantial, but up to a $1.4 billion shortfall may exist for needed capital improvements that would sustain the population necessary to support the energy industry at projected activity levels.

The report identifies the conditions, costs and revenues associated with the energy extraction industry.  It also describes the current socioeconomic conditions of the four-county region of the western slope that is host to well over half of Colorado’s natural resources development activities.  In addition to the current explosion of natural gas development, the region is home to oil shale resources that rival the traditional oil reserves of the Middle East.   

The study, commissioned by the Associated Governments of Northern Colorado (AGNC) and conducted by BBC Research of Denver, was overseen by a task force of representatives of Rio Blanco, Moffat, Garfield and Mesa Counties, the cities of Rifle and Grand Junction, the Towns of Rangely and Meeker, and the Colorado Departments of Local Affairs, Natural Resources and Public Health and Environment.   

“This study was commissioned originally because the state and region needed to prepare to respond to the U.S. Bureau of Land Management’s Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement on Oil Shale,” said Rio Blanco County Commissioner, Ken Parsons. continued, “As it turned out, the baseline economic conditions that BBC defined as part of developing an understanding of the potential effects of oil shale development, ended up being rather shocking in and of themselves.” Parsons is also vice chair of AGNC, and a member of the Task Force, which backs the study. 

--more--
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Susan Kirkpatrick, Executive Director of the Department of Local Affairs, said that the study is a one of a kind collaborative effort “that will serve as a springboard for additional work to develop solutions to the region’s overstressed infrastructure.” 

In addition to the report, BBC constructed an economic model that will accept new data on an ongoing basis to generate population projections over the course of time.  

For more information, contact AGNC executive director Aron Diaz at 970-625-1723.
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